
December 21, 1944 * 
CHRISTMAS IN 

OTHER LANDS 
Many of our boys will be cele­

brating Christmas this year in coun­
tries far from home and will be ob­
serving some of the customs and 
traditions of this holiday t hat would 
seem strange to us. 

In Italy, for example, Christmas 
Eve is more important than is 
Christmas Day. December 24 is a 
fast day, so the evening meal is a 
meatless one. Our tradiLional Christ­
mas tree has not been adopted in 
Italy, nor is gift-giving important. 
except to children and elderly peo­
ple. On Christmas Eve a Yule log 
is placed in the fireplace and the 
children gathered there and blin !­
folded . Each of them recites a verse 
to the Christ Child and the blind­
folds are removed. In front of each 
child is a small heap of gifts which , 
they are to ld, the Christ Child has 
brought them. 

In many parts of France, a lso. t he 
Christ Chi ld (or "le bon Jesu "' as 
he is called) is the benefactor of Llw 
small children at Christmas time. 
Many French chi ldren still adhere 
to the custom of leaving out their 
shoes to be filled with presents. In 
Paris, the Chri tmas celebration is a 
merry one, and on Christmas Eve 
the streets and cafes are crowded 
with holiday throngs. To the Pari­
sians the Christmas supper at mid­
night is more important than the 
Christmas dinner, and they travel 
from cafe to cafe for various courses. 

St. Nicholas travels through the 
towns and villages of Flanders and 
Holland on December 6, visiting t he 
children and inquiring into their 
good behavior. Since St. Nicholas 
is derived from an ancient legend 
concerning a priest, he quizzes them 
on their catechism and r e Ii g i o us 
learning. If the children have been 
good and know their catechism, 
blessings are promised them by the 
next morning; or, if they have not 
been good, solemn warnings arc 
given them. 

In most of the small vi ll ages and 
farms in Europe it is a common be­
lief than animals are endowed with 
the power of speech and prophecy 
on Christmas Eve, and on that night 
the animals feast well. 

In Cathol'c Europe, it is tradi­
tional for families to watch for the 
fir t star on Christmas Eve, which is 
the signal for them to share their 
blessed wafers with one another, 
after which they sit down to t he 
Christmas supper, a meatless meal. 

WHAT PRICE 
ABSENTEEISM? 

Absenteeism is badly handicap­
ping our war production. The bad 
thing about this high rate of ab­
senteeism is that most of it is due 
not to sickness or injury, but to 
deliberate staying away from the job 
by many of our employees. This, 
obviously, doesn't apply to a ll Ham­
il ton employees. By far, the large 
majority of them are aware of their 
responsibilities and remain "on the 
job" day after day. Unless an em­
ployee is actually ill , or some really 
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Jln Jllemortam 
A gold star memorial serv­

ice was held in the cafeteria 
on December 7 for Cpl. Joseph 
Greiner, Jr ., formerly of the 
Spec. Assembly Dept., who 
was killed in action in Ger­
many on November 24. 

President Kendig spoke 
briefly and extended the 
Company's sympathy to Cpl. 
Greiner's parents. Jo sep h 
Greiner, S1·., H ami lton Train 
Dept. employee for over 30 
years and veteran of World 
vVar 1, and Mrs. Greiner. 

Mr. Kendig said, in part, 
". . . There is Ii ttle we can 
do for those who have made 
the supreme sacrifice. We can 
continue to think and pray 
for the other boys and girls 
frorri t his plant who continue 
in the armed se1'Vices, that 
they be given courage and 
faith to continue in their as­
signment-and t hat goes for 
you and me for om part on 
t he home front." 

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 
JOYOUSLY RECEIVED 

In order to give all Hamilton em­
ployees a greater opportunity to 
participate in the annual Christmas 
musical program it was decided to 
spread the group carol singing in the 
cafeteria over four days instead of 
confining it to the usual half hom 
on the day of the choir's concert. 
The program has been further aug­
mented by the addition of a solo on 
each of the fom days by a member 
of the Hamilton Chorus. 

The program, when this paper 
went to press, was being enthusi- 1 
astically received and participated 
in; and the choir concert, under the I 
ab le direction of Abram Longender­
fer and scheduled for the 22nd, will 
be broadcast over Station WGAL 
and seems certain to be one of t he 
finest ever presented. I 

The complete program follow : 

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 
1944 I 

December 19-12:30to12:55-Carol , 
Singing-Soloist, . Francis Meyer, 
tenor, Watch Design Section. 

December 20-12 :30 to 12 :55-Carol 
1 

Singing- - Soloist, Miss Ma.rgaret 
Dommel, Soprano, Damaskeening 
Dept. 

December 21 - 11 a. m. - Soloist, 
Abram Longenderfer, baritone, 
Balance & Flat Steel Dept. 

11 :30-Soloist, Miss Myrtle 
Peters, soprano, Material Sales 
Section. 

12 : 30 - Soloist, Pau I Harnish, 
bass, Balance & F lat Steel Dept. 

December 22-Radio Program, 12 :30 
to 1 :00-Carol Singing. Choir of 
75 voices-There Were Shepherds 
(Vincent); Star of the East (Coop­
er Kennedy); H alleluj ah Chorus 
from the "Messiah" (Handel). 

Annual Christmas Message-Presi­
dent Kendig. 

Finale - Abram Longenderfer and 
choir-"White Christmas." 

LINDA DARNELL, ALEXANDER KNOX ATTEND 
WAR BOND RALLY IN CAFETERIA 

MISS DARNELL APPEALS I 
Lt. Averett Spurs Sales 

In December 

The Hamilton War Bond Com­
mittee sponsored two bond rallies 
during the 6th War Loan campaign. 
Through their efforts and in par­
ticular t hat of Chairman Ray 
Foultz, two famous Hollywood 
stars, the lovely Linda Darnell and 
Alexander Knox, who played "Wi l­
son" in the moving picture of the 
same name, were H amilton's guests 
at t he rally held on November 22. 
They were accompanied by Captain 
Robert Donahue, a veteran Army 
Air Force pilot; Mr. Milton Ranck, 
chairman of the Lancaster County 
War Finance Committee; and sev­
era l other members of that com­
mittee. 

At the second rally, held on De­
cember 7, third anniversary of the 
attack on Pearl Harbor, the prin­

Courtesy of Lancaster Newspapers cipal speaker was Lt. Narvin Aver­
ett, a fighter pilot with 45 missions 
to his credit in the European thea­
tre of war. Lt. Averett, who was 
accompanied by his wife, told some 
of his experiences, and in particular 
the account of his last mission in 

Linda Darnell, glamorous Hollywood star, is shown addressing Hamilton 
employees assembled in the cafeteria at the war bond rally held Novem­
ber 22. Miss Darnell and Alexander Knox, star of the recent movie 
"Wilson," visited the Hamiltan plant through the efforts of the Hamilton 
War Bond Committee. 

EN ROUTE THROUGH THE PLANT 
whi ch he was lost, ran out of gas, 
and crashed in the English Channel 
suffering a broken back and eight 
hours exposm e on a life raft . Other 
speakers included Messrs. Milton 
Ranck, County War Finance Com­
mittee Chairman; Ruhland Reh­
mann, State War Finance Commit­
tee Chairman; C. W. Carey, Deputy 
Mgr. of the State War Finance 
Committee; and Pres. C. M. K en­
dig. R. A. Preston was Master of 
Ceremonies. 

Hamilton's quota for the Sixth 
W 11r Loan Drive was $200,625.00-
one of the largest ever set. The 

1 campaign a,t Hamilton got off to a 

Courtesy of Lancaster Newspapers 

After lunching in the cafeteria, the stars were escorted through many 
departments of the plant. Here they are watching operations an the fu:ze 
assembly line, several of which Fred Hauer ( left ) has just been explaining. 

Sometimes the biggest headlines 
never reach our newspapers. Last 
year in this nation almost 60,000 
Americans were killed by a vicious 
murderer called tuberculosis. The 
money which comes from your pur­
chase of Christmas Seals is the 
weapon with which we fight this 
dread disease . Buy Christmas Seals 
this year more than ever before to 
save American lives. 

Do you realize that an American 
dies every nine minutes from an in­
sidious unseen enemy within our 
own land? Tuberculosis is that en­
emy-sapping the nation's strength 
when it is needed most to win the 
war. Help fight this vicious killer 
with your purchase of Christmas 
Seals; Christmas Seals which are in­
strumental in saving American 
lives. 

slow start with only about 30% of 
the total subscribed when this paper 
went to press. Indications are, how­
ever, that the goal will, in all prob­
ability be reached; due mainly to 
the fact that bond pmchases all 
through the month of December 
will be counted toward the quota, 
even though the campaign officially 
ended on D ecember 16. 

AIR FORCE REAPPROVES 
INSPECTION STANDARDS 
The United States Army Air 

Forces Approved Quality Control 
Rating has been awarded to Hami l­
ton for the fourth succcssi ve six­
month period. This means that 
H amilton's reputation for maintain­
ing very close tolerances and excep­
tionally accurate inspection stand­
ards has been officially recognized 
by the U. S. Army Air Forces in­
spection personnel, as being accurate 
enough to pass their rigid specifica­
tions without their close supervision. 

As stated in the requirements for 
an approved quality control rating, 
the company must demon trate that 
its inspection personnel can be en­
trusted with full responsibility, that 
its products meet all requirements 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Timely Topics 

NOTED SCIENTIST ADDRESSES 
HAMILTON MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATION 

Dr. Gerald S. Wendt, Science 
Editor of Time magazine, contribu­
tor to many scientific publications, 
and former Director of Science at 
the New York World 's Fair, deliv­
ered a most interesting address to 
members of the Hamilton Manage­
ment A sn. at their dinner meeting 
at the Hotel Brunswick on Nov. 20. 

that because it is now being pro­
duced cheaply and in quantity will 
rep lace steel and plastics in many 
cases. Food production can and 
probably will be increased by some 
two billion dollars through the ex­
tensive u e of new insecticides and 
methods of preservation. 

marked that he had been very much 
impressed with the many highly-de­
veloped and sensitive technical in­
struments used in the Hamilton plant 
and the close tolerances required by 
Hamilton tandards of precision. 

At the conclusion of the address, 
President C. M. Kendig presented 
Dr. Wendt with ri: Hamilton strap 
watch as a memento of his vi it to 
Lanca ter and the H amilton Watch 
Company. 

The Management Association was 
the dinner guest of President Kendig 
on this occasion. A. B. Sinkler pre­
sided at the meeting. 

POINSETTIAS BY BOSTICK 

He predicted that scientific devel­
opments which are already evident 

=============================- in many wartime product s wi ll 

Says ''Second Industrial 
Revolution" Coming 

What Price 
Absenteeism? 

(Conlinued from page 1) 

serious emergency at home arises to 
keep him there, he shou ld consider 
it his patriotic duty to stay on the 
job for the duration. 

Government figures show that for 
every hour lost on the production 
line, a sailor, a soldier, a marine, or 
a member of the air forces, will die 
in battle. For every extra hour of 
production achieved a life is saved. 

Victories are still won by the army 
or navy that "gets there fustest with 
the mostest." "Too little, too late" 
sealed the fate of the men on Ba­
taan and Corregidor. Conversely , 
Rommel had to run clear across 
N 01-th Africa and was eventually de­
feated when Montgomery and the 
Allies had assembled more guns, 
more men, more tanks and more 
planes than he had . 

You can't produce equipment to 
beat the Axis by staying away from 
your job. You've got to be in there 

pitching every working day. When 
you're absent from your job delib­
erately, you're letting down a sol­
dier, a sailor, a marine or a pilot 
who's counting on you for the equip­
ment he so urgently needs-NOW. 

If you are going to be absent and 
know about it in advance, notify 
your foreman s.o that he can replace 
you while you're away and maintain 
an even flow of production. If you're 
suddenly ill, have a member of your 
family or a neighbor call the plant. 

There's only one time that counts 
in this business of war production­
the slarling time! Stick to your 
job! We'll quit when the job is 
fini shed I 

To comply with recent govern­
ment requests that employees of 
war plants stay on the job a maxi­
mum number of hours during the 
holiday season to keep up vitally 
needed production, Hamilton's de­
partments, where a physical im·en­
tory is not required, will work their 
regular weekly schedule including 
New Year's Day-your co-opera lion 
is needed! 

e\·entually revolutionize our lives 
and e\·en increase our life span. 
Medicines which are now Sa\·ing five 
times as many lives as in ·world 
War I-sulfanilamide, penicill in and 
blood plasma - will probably in­
crease the average span of life from 
the present life expectancy of 64 
years to 75 years, and he added that 
it will not be uncommon for a great 
many people to lfre past the age 
of 80. Penicillin, he termed a "mir­
acle drug, as it is perfectly safe" and 
can be used by anyone without the 
serious after effects or fatality which 
sometimes accompany the adminis­
tration of the sulfa drugs. 

The field of electronics, Dr. Wendt 
pointed out, has a lready provided 
many secret weapons of war and 
will likewise provide many modern 
wonders and conveniences when 
peace comes . He predicted that 
three-dimensional .teleyj ion sets ap.d 
radar-controlled ship13 and planes 
will become common. Aluminum. 
he saic:I, wi ll become increasingly im~ 
portant wherever transportation, 
weight, or re-use of an item is a 
prime factor to be considered; and 

He pointed out that "there will be 
a great volume of production and 
over-production after the war, be­
cause all our postwar thinking i 
geared to present production rates." 
And that ten thousand men with 
modern equipment can produce as 
much rubber synthetically as for­
merly was produced by nine million 
nalives collecting n at u r a 1 rubber. 
The first industrial revolution re­
placed human muscles with ma­
chines. The "second industrial rev­
olution is really an e\'Olution," he 
stated, and wi ll replace men , subject 
to the errors of the human enses, 
with instruments and devices like 
the electric eye and electric ear, 
which will automatically control ma­
chines and processes. 

"We're not yet ready for the new 
industrial revolution becau se we 
live in a world where we consider 
that work is a blessing and a need," 
he said . "We must revise our edu­
cational system to learn that more 
mechanization means more wealth, 
and that idleness is not an inven­
tion of the devil." 

During his address, Dr. Wendt re-

~mill tbis nigbt of grid, tbis total war, 
urbis tragtbp of batt, of grttb anb power, 
urbis wanton sacrificing o' tr anb o' tr 

"Chet" Bostick, our gardener, is 
all smiles for this year's crop of 
poin ettia turned out to be a boun­
teous one. The single plant which 
he is holding is a fine example of 
his handiwork, the groundwork for 
wh ich originally began late last 
spring. This is but one beautiful 
specimen picked at random from 
our main greenhouse shelf which, 
when the picture was taken, was 
literally a mass of poinsettia flow­
ers. A number of these plants are 
now gracing many of the offices and 
lobbies throughout our plant. 

"MY WISH" 
Joy and prosperity - happiness -

peace 
Of these I wish thee a blessed 

increase. 
I bear you in memory this Yuletide 

and say 
"God bless you and grant you :i 

bright Christmas day." 
Margaret Keller, Service Office 

~f baliant poutb btfort tbtp'be hbeb tbtir bour; 
~mtb tfje acbing bearts, tbt bitter tears 
urbe countltss motbtrs sbtb o' tr all tbt tartb; 
~mill all tbis, tbtir breams, tbtir wants anb fears 
.fflen hnttl in faitb anb bail tbe ~brist ~bilb' s birtb. 
jf or to tbis ltlrince of ltleace mankinb must turn 
3lf tbep woulb f inb true brotberboob of lobe, 
uro ~im must gibe tbeir btarts, from ~im must learn 
uro libe ~is wap of life, tbat from abobe, 
Wben angel bosts tbeir carols sing again, 
urf)ere will in trutb, be, "peace, goobtuill to men." 

Charles A. Miller, Jr. 
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The engagement of Miss E liza­
beth Hecker. of the Works Labora­
tory, to Kenneth Swartz, of the 
Maintenance Department. was an­
nounced early this month. They 
plan to be married on Janua!'y 20 in 
St. Joseph's Catholic Church. 

Mr. Paul G. Thompson, 335 N. 
Charlotte St., announced the be­
tl'othal of his daughtel'. Miss Betty 
Yvonne Thompson , of Bil'd-in-Haud, 
and Sgt. Trnmau GI'egg. of Vintage. 
.-\. pal'ty given l'eeently by Sgt. 
Gregg's sister, Mrti. 'William Yohn. 
of Vintage. was the HC'<'ne of the 
announcement. Betty is a membel' 
of our Fuze Assembly Depal'tment .. 
Sgt. Gregg ha just l'eturned to the 
"good old U .. A." after sen·ing fol' 
44 months in the South Pacific al'ea. 

Miss Agnes Moore, of the Dial 
Department, became the bride of 
John Walter Eberly, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Walter Eberly, Quarryville R . 
3, on October 28 at 11 :00 a. m. in 
the l'ectory of St. Peter's Catholic 
Church, Columbia. Officiating at the 
ceremony was the Rev. Thoma 
Eovacious. The former Miss Moore 
is the daughter of Mr. and M1·s. 
Leroy Moore, 122 N. Seventh St., 
Columbia. She was attired in a 
white satin gown which featured a 
high lace neckline, long lace sleeves, 
and a fingertip veil. Following the 
ceremony a reception wa held at the 
home of the bride after which the 
couple left on a short wedding trip. 

During one of the noon hours just 
previou to the wedding day, mem­
bers of the Dial Department show­
ered the then bl'ide-to-be with all 
so rts of housekeeping necessities. 
such as teatowels, ovenware, glasses, 
flowerpots. etc. A Timely Topics 
photographe!' was on hand to photo­
graph Agne , the l'esplendent cake. 
and the variou gifts that all but 
overwhelmed her. 

The wedding of Miss Rosina Man­
cuso, of the Friction Jeweling De­
partment. and Mr. Paul Shelley was 
solemnized Octobel' 13 in Belail', Md. 
The Rev. R. H. Wl'ight officiated . 

The wedding of Miss Ruth Pauline 
Plank, of the Pl'oduction Control 
Section. and Joe B. Hughson, GM 
1/c, USN. of AhoRkie. N. C., took 
place on N o,·ember 25 at 4 p. m. 
iif Memorial Pl'e. byterian Church. 
The Rev. Cha!'les A. Underwood 
officiated at the double ring cere­
mony. The bl'ide, given in marriage 
by her father, wore a white gown 
with heart-shaped neckline and full­
length sleeves. The gown's full net 
skirt was trimmed with an applied 
satin floral design, while her finger­
tip-length veil was attached to a 
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COl'Onet of seed pearls and orange 
blossoms. The bridegroom is serving 
as an instructol' at Bainbridge, Md. 

The wedding of Miss Martha Rote, 
of the Chronometer Assembly De­
partment, and Mr. George H. Emst, 
Jr ., was solemnized November 1 in 
the parsonage of the Presbyterian 
chmch in Elkton, Maryland. The 
bride and bridegroom are residing 
in West Lancaster. 

The 3: 15 p. m. rest period on 
November 6 was a moment of many 
surprises for Martha. At that time 
her co-workers in the Chronometer 
Assembly Department held a post­
wedding ice cream and cake party 
in her honor. During the course of 
the party she was presented with a 
beautiful. serviceab le blanket. In 
addition. a post-wedding shower held 
during the noon .lunch hom on No­
,·ember 6 supplied Martha with a 
wide variety of household "dl'lldge 
easers." This function was also made 
possible by the generosity of the 
members of the Chronometer As­
sembly Department. 

Miss Evelyn Boyer. of South Potts­
town. Penna., became the bride of 
Donald Buffenmyer, of the Small 
Tool Department, on September 2. 
1944. The ceremony was solemnized 
in the Bethany Reformed Church 
at Ephrata, Pa. 

Mis' Anna Margaret Sheaffer, of 
the Train Department, became the 
bride of Edward Francis Severino, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Dominic Cuz­
zuculi, 536 E. Orange St., on Sep­
tember 23 at 2 p. m. The double 
ring ceremony was performed by the 
Rev. Rudolph Fuhr in St. Anthony's 
rectory. The couple are residing at 
536 E. Orange St. 

Timely Topics 
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J. Hoh officiated at the ceremony. 
Bel'tha, who was given in marriage 
by her father, was attended by her 
sister, Katherine Paege . Willis Haley 
se!'ved as best man. Ira Fickes and 
Robert Fickes were ushers and Marg­
aret Dommel was the soloist. Sgt. 
Nitz, who l'ecently retumed from 21 
months duty in the ·southwest Pa­
cific, is stationed near Tampa, Flor­
ida. Bertha is now making Tampa 
her home also. 

Miss y,•onne A. Strohm, of the 
Pl'oduction Clel'ical Department, be­
came the bride of MM 2/c Luthe!' 
Sensenig. USN, son of Mrs. Gladys 
Fl'y, Ephrata, on NO\•ember 26 at 
4 p. m . in the Ephrata Church of 
the Brethren. The R,ev. Harvey E. 
K ettering, pastor of Grace E. C. 
Church, officiated at the dou­
ble ring ceremony. Yvorme was 
given in marriage by her father and 
her sister; Miss Ethel A. Strohm 
was maid-of-honor. A fifteen-minute 
organ recital by Oscar Petters, Jr., 
of thi city, preceded the ceremony. 
After the ce1·emony a wedding din­
ner was served at the home of the 
bridegroom for the bridal party and 
immediate fami lies. The bridegroom 
is serving on a unit of the United 
States Fleet. 

Miss Joan Shreiner. of the Auto­
matic Department. became the bride 
of S 1/ c Donald J. Mmray, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. John Murray, 264 
S. Fourth St .. Columbia, on Satur­
day, ~O\·ember 25, at 2 p. m. The 
cel'emony was held in the recto!'y 
of St. Peter's Catholic Church and 
the Re\•. Thomas Eorncious, a sist­
ant rector, officiated . Joan is the 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Frank W. 
Shl'einer. 420 Locust St., Columbia. 
Scaman Murl'ay is stationed at Bay­
onne, N. J.. with a unit of the 
U. S. Coast Guard. 

The marriage of Miss Marion E. 
Hess, of the Fuze Mfg. Department. 
and Robert B. Thompson, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. C. Ellis Thompson, 
of Altoona, was solemnized on No­
,·ember 19 at 4 p. m. in Zion's Re­
formed Church, Millersville. The 
Rev. Charles E. Robb officiated at 
the double ring ceremony. Marion 
is the daughte1· of Mr. and Mrs. 
Harry F. Hess, of Millersville. She 
was given in marriage by her father 
and was attended by Miss Ruth 
Bowers as maid-of-honor. Her gown 
was fashioned of white faille with 
a fitted bodice having a sweetheart 
neckline. The slee,·es of the gown 
tapered to a point over the wrists 
while the full skirt terminated in a 
short train. Marion's fingertip-length 
veil of English net was attached to 
a Dutch cap of fai lle and net, and 
a bouquet of white pompoms and 
chrysanthemums <!omp leted her en­
semble. A reception was held after 
the ceremony at the home of Mr. 
and Mrs. Harry F. Hess, Jr., after 
which the couple left on a short 
wedding trip. Both bride and bride­
groom attended l\jillersville State 
Teachers College. Mr. Thompson is 
a member of the faculty of Glen­
Nor High School, Glenolden, Pa. 

On Sunday morning, October 29, 
"Skip" Wise, of the Specialties As­
sembly Dept., paced a certain floor 
at the Lancaster General Hospital 
until 3 :03 a. m. At precisely that 

The wedding of Miss Bertha M. moment all seven pounds of John 
Paege, formerly of the Balance Staff F. "Spike" Wise, Jr., saw the light 
Department, daughter of Mr. and of day for the first time. In the 
Mrs. Richard W. Paege, 1185 Elm picture you will note that "Skip's" 
Ave., and Sgt. Thomas J. Nitz, son diaper duties will be eased some­
of Mr. and Mr . Harry itz, Amo- what by the modern innovation, 
nate, Va., was solemnized on Oc- rubber impregnated cloth. This 
tober 1 at 3 p. m. in the Emmanuel valuable item, along with several 
Lutheran Church. The Rev. Ernest bib , rattles, safety pins, bootees. 
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nuggle-bug outfit, etc., were pre­
sented to him by his co-workers in 
the Specialties Assembly Depart­
ment at a gala "Skip" and "Spike" 
shower. "Spike's' mother is the 
former Martha Wagner, of the Fric­
tion Jeweling Department. 

A. B. Sinkler, foreman of our 
Spec. Assembly Dept ., and Mrs. 
Sinkler are the parents of an 8-lb., 
10-oz. baby boy, George Conway 
Sinkler, born on December 2. 1944. 

H-A-M-1-L-T-O-N 
Eight different letters of t.he a l­

phabet sne ll HAMILTO . And to 
millions of civilized people through­
out the world these same eight let­
ters arranged in exactly the same 
fashion spell ACCURACY, VALUE 
and BEAUTY. Hamilton and these 
three words together with the phra e, 
Fine Craftsmanship, are synony­
mous-they have one and the same 
meaning. It is up to all of us to 
see that this unique and priceless 
po ition Hamilton has attained is 
never eclipsed. For once such a 
position is relinquished it can never 
again be attained in less than a gen­
eration if it all, even despite astro­
nomical expenditmes of money and 
effort. 

Let's remember, Hamilton is a 
custom-craft firm , manufacturing a 
custom-craft timepiece, and has won 
the approval of all who purcha ·e 
custom-craft merchandise. Just stop 
and think of the meaning of this 
statement. It is a group of pulse­
tingling facts, isn't it ? What made 
these facts possible? The answer i 
simple-an honest product and hon­
e t \'alue. And never think for an 
instant that the answer given above 
is difficult to define. 

Honesty in business and in life in 
general will always shine through as 
reliably as the light from the un. 
The inflexion of a voice, the move­
ment of a body, a policy, etc., are 
a ll very reliable indicators and can 
be perceived by those who seek the 
tl'Uth. Those who seek tl'llc worth 
purchase our products, those who 
appreciate working with trne, loyal 
assoc iates help manufacture our 
product, and those who sense the 
value of doing business in a sincerely 
honest fashion are guiding the des­
tinies of the Hamilton Watch Co. 

__ JOIN NOW! 
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CHRISTMAS PROM 
AN H.R.A. FEATURE 

On Friday, the 15th of December, 
the MGose Ballroom was the scene 
of the Hamilton Recreation Asso­
ciation's gala holiday promenade. 

Dancing began at 9 p. m., contin­
ued until 12 midnight. Jinx Gause, 
the master of ceremonies fol' the 
e\•ening, kept things mo,·ing along 
at a lively clip and aided in di trib­
uting numerous pot prizes to lucky 
couples. 

Ken K eeley and his n"rsatile 
group of musicians from Philadel­
phia supplied the lively melodies 
that kept hundreds of pairs of feet 
continually gliding 01•er the floor. 

Ken 's vocalist. the lovely and tal­
ented Terry O'Day, again won a 
fond place in the hearts of all Ham­
iltonians and guests present. 

CHRISTMAS COMES BUT 
ONCE A YEAR 

The arrival of Christmas once a 
year is a lways keenly antieipated by 
Paul Harnish of the Balance & Flat 
Steel Department. Paul always takes 
great pains in planning his holiday 
decorations and handiwork and as 
a result a,lways comes up with some­
thing 1musual and spectacular. The 
above is an example of his ability. 

REIDENBACH RECEIVES 
PLAQUE 

Roy E. Reidenbach , a member of 
our efficient Guard Force, receives 
a plaque honoring his son. Pfc . Roy 
E. 1Reidenbach, Jr ., from his grand­
daughter, Sandra Louise Ziegler. In­
cidentally, the plaque was lettered 
and painted by Chari s Shindell, Jr., 
of the Train Department. 

Pathfinder: On of the most in­
triguing modem mysteries is how 
the neighbors manage to get so 
much sugar and gas. 

Lower air travel rates are predict­
ed. The cost of going up is com­
ing down. 
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WATCHES PRESENTED TO STALIN I HOSPITALIZATION 
,_____ ______ ~ BENEFITS TO 414 

Mr. Henry Gerber (center), on 
behalf of the Jewelers of America. 
presents a Hamilton and an Elgin 
watch to Marshal Jo sef Stalin 
through the Ambassador of Russia, 
His Excellency A. A. Gromyko (sec­
ond from left). The presentation 
was made dming a dinner at New 
York's Waldorf-Astoria Hotel given 
by the Ambijan Committee, an or­
ganization for raising funds for Rus­
sian War Relief, in honor of Mr. 
Gromyko. 

The Hamilton pocket watch, pre­
sented to Mr. Stalin, bore t he fol­
lowing inscription: "In Tribute to 
the Unexcelled Leadership of Mar­
shal Josef Stalin and Profound Faith 
in the Lasting Friendship between 
the U.S.A. and the U.S.S.R.-from 
the Jewelers of America via Ambijan 
Committee." 

In the abO\·e pictme. John Hall , 
Hamilton's New York Sales Man­
ager, is standing to the right of 
Mr. Gerber. 

A POSED PAUSE 

Courtesy of Lancaster Newspapers 

Before leaving the plant Miss Darne ll and Mr. Knox posed for our 
photographer with a U. S. Army Air Forces veteran who accompanied 
them. He is Capta in Robert E. Donohue, an Air Forces pilot with over 
300 hours of combat flying to his credit in China, India, Burma, and 
the Mediterranean and European theatres af war. 

HAPPY HIKERS 

"Beli eve it or not" - this motley trying to decide if he should remove 
crew of rugg ed mountaineers is another jacket or so. "Danie.I Boone" 
standing on a pile of sawdust which Hovis, of the Works Laboratory, is 
is some thirty feet high. After hik- on the lookout fo i· "varmints" while 
ing to this site, which is located in "Scout" Kleiner, of the Balance Staff 
Fowlers' Hollow deep within the Ap- Department, is spotting another peak 
palachian Mountains, it required ten on which to test the group's stam­
minutes for them to stop panting ina. Don Smith, of the Machine 
so that this pictme could be taken. Experimental Department. Matt 
Frank Connelly, of the North Plant, Houser, of the Train Department, 
removed his wooden leg and is lean- and Ed H endrix, of the Production 
ing against it for a rest. Ray Foultz, Planning Department, are looking 
of the Statistical Department, is CO~' just for the moment. 

According to a letter from the 
Inter-County Hospitalization Plan. 
Inc., dated November 15, 1944. fom 
hundred and fomteen Hamilton sub­
scribers have received hospital bene­
fits since the plan was first made 
avai lable to them in November. 
1943. A total of $3,248.85 was paid 
to the group or an average of $7.84 
per subscriber. 

Anyone wishing to subscribe to 
the Hospitalizati,l!m Plan may make 
application during the month of 
January through Ken \1\7 eeks in the 
Personnel office. Any application 
approved during this period will 
take effect on February 1, 1944. 

FOR GOOD READING 
If you were not fortunate enough 

to have received at least one good 
book . for Christmas and are accord­
ingly going to do something about 
seeming some reading matter for 
yourself, here are several short resu­
mes of recent releases to help you 
make a selection. 

FOREVER AMBER. By Kathleen 
Winsor. A historical nO\·el written 
about the reign of King Charles II 
of Britain. dealing with the life 
of one of the women of his comt. 

THE VETERAN COMES BACK. 
By Willard Waller. A veteran of 
World War I , Waller describes 
some of the expectations of re­
turning servicemen of this war and 
discusses some of the problems 
om soldiers will ha,,e to face 
when they return to peace. 

THE HISTORY OF ROME 
HANKS. By Joseph Stanley Pen­
nell. A new author, Pennell shows 
promise of becoming one of our 
major writers. This, his first novel, 
deals with a modern American 
youth and his quest for informa­
tion about his ancestors who 
fought in the Civil War. 

WHAT'S OK YOUR MIND? By 
Joseph Dunninger . A review of 
outstanding examples of telepa­
thy, including accounts of his own 
experiments and demonstrations 
by the well-known "master men­
talist" of om time. 

ARGENTINE DIARY. By Ray 
Josephs. A factual, informative 
report on present-day conditions 
in Argentina, dealing with the po­
litical and economic situation and 
presenting minute biographies of 
prominent Argentines. 

THE BLACK PATH OF FEAR. 
By Cornell Woolrich. A Crime 
Club selection, this murder-mys­
tery takes place in Havana. Action 
is swift and the plot is well knit. 

ON MY OWN. By Walter B. Pit­
kin . An earthy autobiography of 
one of the most unique persons 
of om time, dealing with his own 
life and containing personality 
sketches of many well-known con­
temporaries. 

Also please keep in mind when 
searching for reading material that 
our library now has many of the 
most recent books published, which 
have been loaned generously by our 
President, Mr. C. M. Kendig, and 
Miss Ferne Kottler, of the Statis­
tical Department. These books are 
for circulation among Hamilton em­
ployees only. 

Christmas means more than a 
holly branch, a glittering tree, or a 
turkey drumstick. It's a season when 
our hearts are filled with fellowship 
and good cheer which finds expres­
sion in acts of kindline s and gen­
erosity. It's a time when we l ~arn 
that giving is true having. It's a 
reminder that life is still good if '.l'C 

make it so. 

QUEEN ELIZABETH GREETS YANKS­
LT. JOHN CONLIN, .JR. IN GROUP 

Lt. John C. Conlin, Jr., second from left, formerly of our Service Dept., 
is shown speaking with Queen Elizabe th of England during a visit she 
made recently to a Red Cross Club in Bedford , England. Lt. Conl in is a 
pilot of a B-17 and has been stationed in England since last July. He 
ente red the Service September, 1941 , and was commiss ioned a t Hobbs 
Fie ld, N. M., the fa llowing March. 

H.R.A. ELECTS NEW OFFICERS 

At the annual Hamilton Recrea­
tion Association lection held on 
December 1, 1944, John Gause. In­
spection Department, was elected 
President for the coming year. John 
se1'\'ed as Vice-President of the or­
ganization Jast year. Other officers 
elected were: Richard Shock, Ma­
chine Shop, Vice-President; Louise 
Smith. Pmchasing, Secretary; and 
William Mattern. Fuze Assembly. 
Treasurer. 

The H.R.A. membe1·ship difre 
started on Monday, December 4. 
and H .R.A. representatives have 
been appointed in each department 
to solicit memberships. It was de­
cided to reduce the membership fee 
from one dollar a year to twenty­
fi,·e cents per year, and then charge 
member half the regular admission 

Inspection Standards 
Reapproved 

(Continued from page 1) 

as establi hed by the Army Air 
Forces, and that each department of 
the plant and each inspection opera­
tion therein properly organized and 
controlled in a manner that meets 
with the approval of the Army 
Air Forces. 

price to attend H.R.A. dances. It 
was thought that more Hami lton­
ian would take an interest in the 
organization's many activities and 
become members if the membership 
fee was reduced. I t is estimated that 
no Jess than 1600 Hamiltonians will 
join the association this year. 

The association plans to spon or a 
wide rnrietv of actfrities during the 
coming year which includes fh·e 
dances, softball teams, a quoit tour­
nament. both single and doubles 
tennis toumaments, archery, bowl­
ing. everal card parties, and a bi11: 
H.R.A. picnic for all employees. If 
the Holiday Dance, held on Decem­
ber 15, is any criterion of other ac­
ti,·ities to follow, H .R.A. will enjoy 
a very successfu l year in 1945. 

When these requirements have 
been met (and are maintained) du­
plication of inspection during de­
tailed fabrication by Air Forces per­
onnel is eliminated; and the Army 

Air Forces inspection personnel then 
confines itself to general supen·ision 
of the company's inspection system. 

Hamilton has had an "Appro\•ed 
Rating" e\•er since production was 
started on the first Army Air Forces 
contract. 



Here is your opportunity to make 
new friends. Let's make the new 
members of Hamiltonia whose names 
and departments arc listed below feel 
at home. Help them become ac­
climated. They have joined our 
midst during the period extending 
from October 23 to December 11 
and are helping to hasten the day of 
Yictorv. On behalf of a ll members 
of the Hamilton family, Timely 
Topics wishes to extend a hearty 
welcome to one and a ll and sincere­
ly trusts that each and every new 
member wi ll find his or her occupa­
tion both interesting and pleasant. 

Advertising-Willis Carvell. 
Aulomalic-Samuel Beck, Frederick 

Fletter, Jr., Grace Gerlach, Charles 
Heckel. J acob Huber, John Mat­
tera, Herbert H. Moyer, Leonard 
Proctor. Lillian Stokes, John E. 
Stone. Harry Strubel, Eva N. 
Swords, Maxine Walker, Elion M. 
Wentzel, Richard Yoder. 

Bal. & Flal Sleel-Doris McAllister. 
Balance Slaff-Jennie Dommel. Rob­

ert Henkel, Harriet Rieker. 
Chem. & Mel. Res.-Harold Cobb, 

Jr., Vera Yadley. 
Chron. Assm.-Albert E. Gee~. 
Dial-Marcia Bohee, J ames L. Ed­

wards, Hazel Gantt. Patty L. 
Harple. Evelyn Rodgers, Albert 
Wil on. 

Escape-Corinne Ankeny, Martin 
Leonard. Janet Mellinger, Ruth 
Merringer. 

Friction Jwl.-Mary Brubaker, 
Janey Lee Moore, Susan M. Nolt, 

Ella Reisinger. 
Fuze A&sm.-Mary Dick. Alice Z. 

Foust. Evelyn Frey, Bertha Gray­
bill , Esther R. Heckendorn. Suie 
Henry, Dorothea Hohenwarter, 
Lucretia Kni"'ht. Florence Martin, 
Elizabeth• Moore, Helen Petters, 
Helen Reese, Gail Ryal!, Mollie 
Spece. 

Fuze Mfg. - Raymond Burkman. 
Gerald ine Ernns. Hettie Hallman, 
W. Charle Rittenhouse. 

Fuze Pack.-Lester Kuhns. 
Gen. M ainl.-Oliver Eckroth, Joseph 

Cough, H . Leroy Graver. 
Ind. Eng.-June Bortzfield. 
Jwl. Finish-Verna E. Wettig. 
Jwl. Selling-Anna Benedict, Della 

C. Biggs, Annabelle Bowers, or­
man E. Getz. 

Machine Shop-Frank Bobish. Lloyd 
Kreider, Andrew Musser, George 
H . Thomas. 

Maintenance-Adam Ament, Wal­
te r Brown, George Cantler, Aaron 
Farrell, Clair K. Myers, Ephraim 
Peters, Ray F. Sload. 

Personnel-Dorothea Hummel. 
Personnel School-Elizabeth Adams, 

Lucille Evans, Edith Frey, Hel en 
Gaul , Lucy H aines, Alberta H ar­
nish, Frances Hubley, Evelyn Mc­
Falls. Clarence C. Muir. Florence 
B. Pope. Ernleen Ranck, Helen 
Schaeffer. 

Plale-Robert 0. Binkley, Eleanor 
Campbell. J ack F. Fox. Eva C. 
Gehr. J ane Grubgeld. Virgie J enk­
ins, Margaret Kinzey. June Lat­
sha. Carolyn McCormick. Elvina 
M cE!henny. Victor Morrison, 
Eamest Rector. Robert C. R eis­
inger, Eliz. Ressler. Russel Rhoads, 
Edith Warfel, Ernlyn Zerby. 

Prod. Clerical - Donald Barrows. 
Marian L. Frey. Co rn e liu s G. 
Musser, 'Wi lliam Rootmund, Nor­
ma Shaub. 

Prod. Control - Ellen L. Arnold. 
Henry Place. 

Service-Ell sworth R. Strine. 
Small 'l'ool-Harold Book. 
Spec . Assm.-Madeleine Scott, 

Nancy Shultz. 
S7Jring Room-Mary Thomas. 
'l'iming & Casing-Catherine Danz, 

William Leeds, Glenn Lineberry, 
Stanton Rigg . . 

'l'raf!ic-Wilson Meckley. 
'l'rain - Caro lin e Book, Thelma 

Campbell , J ane Elsen. Bette J . 
Hollinger, Dorothy A. Riley. Marie 
L. Schmitt. 

Timely Topics 

The Machine Shop Oyster Fry, 
held at the 7th Ward R epublican 
Club on Nov. 10, 1944, was the oc­
ca ion for a most fitting presenta­
tion ceremony. In recognition of his 
many years as "chef" at Machine 
Shop and other parties, t he group 
presented "H enny" Starr with a cer­
tificate good for a H amilton 950 B. 
23-jewel watch as soon as they are 
again avai lab l e after t he war. 
"Henny" has been in the H amilton 
Machine Shop for 38 years, and 
h a8 been doing the cooking at all 
their outings for the past 27 years, 
a lways refusing to accept a cent for 
his services. 

At this party, "Henny" served 1,750 
oysters-raw, stewed, and fried-to 
the 128 men present. In addition, 
he reports, they consumed 20 quarts 
of mi lk, 10 lbs. of boiled ham, 5 Jbs. 
of oy ter crackers, and 6 lbs. of 
butter ... think of it . .. SIX 
POUNDS OF BUTTER! 

Those attending played cards and 
did a bit of singing, and Frances 
Meyer was on hand with his inter­
esting collection of movie slides to 
top off a most enjoyable evening . 

CHRISTMAS IS 
MANY THINGS 

Christmas is more than a day-
It is the sou ls of a ll the li ttle chil­

dren of the world-
It is the hopes and prayers of older 

peop le who have tasted fear and 
pain and dread and want-and see 
the first beginnings of a li ttle light 
that favoring winds .will kindle to 
a flame. 

Ch ristmas is more than a day-
It is the memory of all memories 

within the compass of hum an 
minds and hearts. 

A inemory of little things, almost 
forgotten-

A memory of great events in each 
one's li fe. 

FAIR PLAY CAMP GUESTS 

If each Christmas can be but the re­
birth of great thoughts and firm 
resolves to make ideals come trne, 

Then, truly, Christmas is a day to 
be honored by all good people of 
every faith and creed-

The above lusty group of "hill­
billies," representing the more ath­
letically inclined element of your 
Credit Union, were guests of Al 
Kleiner, on the week-end of Sep­
tember 23 at the Fair Play Hunting 
Lodge, in the gently-rolling foothills 
of the mighty Tuscarora Range of 
mountains, in the vicinity of Blain, 
due west of the capita l of our Key­
stone State. The habitat of many 
antlered denizens were charted on 
the precipitous hillsides and in the 
lush valleys; with an occasional in­
termission to partake of the bounte­
ous repasts p1·epared in the inimit-

JEWEL BUNKERS EAT CHICKEN 
Members of the J ewel Blank 

Dept. were recent guests at the 
home of one of their members, Mrs. 
Roselyne Boyd, at a candlelight 
chicken dinner. Those present in-

In every village, in every home­
And each in his own way-each in 

the forms and rituals of his fath­
ers can pray for peace on earth . 
good will to men. 

'Oo l/oa Know 
(Answers on page 6) 

1. In a normal year, approximately 
how many feet of silk cord are 
used by Hamilton in the attach­
ments for ladies' wrist watches? 

How many 2110 size Hamilton 
hair prings does it take to weigh 
one pound? 

able manner of the brawny woods­
men. Various degrees of marksman­
ship were readily displayed as well 
as some mechanical genius. One 3· 
"Daniel Boone" staked out his claim 

A pound of Hamilton Elinvar 
steel alloy used to manufacture 
hairsprings increases how many 
times in value? 

on a coon-skin sombrero which he 
will be obliged to wear as soon a 
the coon is willing to part with it. 4. 

The H amiltonians who embarked 
on this adventurou excursion were: 

From the forged ingot to the 
finished hairspring approximate­
ly how many individual opera­
tions are involved? 

Of all the spices only two are 
roo ts of p lants and grow below 
the ground. What are they? 

Al Kleiner, R ay Foultz, Russel H er­
shey, Clarence Smith, Don Smith, 
Francis Connelly, Rd Schwar, Matt. 6· 
Houser, H any Hovis, Ed Hendrix. 
Harold Herr, Paul Brodhecker, and 
H enry Starr. 7. On what date was the Rome. 

eluded Mr. and Mrs. John Sibelist, 
Jean Hertzler, El len Rohrer, Cam­
mille Maisells, Phillis Griffith, and 
Ray Potts. 

Preaching what you practice pays 
better than practicing what you 
preach. 

Berlin, Tokio Axis pact signed? 

8. What is the fastest speed ever 
recorded of a pitched baseball? 

At Christmas smiles are brighter. 
Handshakes are heartiier. Laughter 
rings truer. Dispositions are sun­
nier . Humanity shows its better side. 

All smiles, "Henny" Starr of the 
Machine Shop is interrupted, while 
performing his favarite hobby role 
af chef, long enaugh to receive an 
award certificate good for one Ham­
ilton watch when they are again 
available . Left to right at the scene 
of the presentation which honored 
"Henny" for his faithful thirty-eight 
years of culinary accomplishments 
were: Harry Wilson of the Small Tool 
Department, Henry Starr (garbed in 
familiar fashion ) of the Machine 
Shop, Robert King of the Plate De­
partment, Ray Dirks of the Machine 
Shop, and George Ganse of the Ma­

~·""''' 

5 

chine Shop. Charles Shindel!, Jr., of the Train Department, "Timely 
'fopics" cartooriist, hand - lettered the certificate shown above , right. 

I MODEL RAILROADING A POPULAR HOBBY I 

At least half a dozen Hamil ton 
employees not only spend e igh t 
hours a day as "makers of The 
Watch of Rai lroad Accuracy" but 
also a great deal of their leisure time 
building model railroads. Several of 
them belong to the Lancaster Model 
Railroad Club of which Ned Schef­
fer, Accounting Dept., is president. 

The club has a large room, 18 feet 
wide and 50 feet Jong, over Wie­
land 's Hardware Store at 315 North 
Queen St., where a very extensive 
"layout" of tracks and scenery is 
being constructed . The club was 
started in 1942 and the constrnction 
of the "layout" begun at that time; 
but because each tiny tie and rai l 
is made and laid by the members, 
it will not be completed until some­
time in 1946. The member "chip 
in" to buy materials for the layout 
and the scenery and each individual 
buys or makes his own "roll ing 

SEARLES SURVIVES 
PRINCETON SINKING 

stock." Several members "go in" for 
scale models of real locomotives and 
cars scaled down to a quarter inch 
to the foot. Freigjlt cars cost ap­
proximately $5.00 each to build, pas­
senger cars approximately $10.00, and 
locomotives from $25.00 to $250.00. 
Scheffer has scale models of three 
locomotives and thirty-five cars; 
Pau l Heistand, Service, has scale 
models of five locomotives, thirty 
freight cars and one observation 
car; while Wm. Marks has one com­
plete freight train. 

Other Hamilton model railroaders 
include: H . W. Young, Production 
Mgr.; Sherman Miller, Service; R. 
B. Mentzer, Machine Experimental; 
John Felsinger, Flat Steel (serving 
in the armed services); L. F. H alli­
gan, Dir. of Sales Research; H . R. 
Lawrence, Asst. Treasurer; and Dick 
McLaughlin, Spec. Assembly. 

Princeton holocaust. The Princeton, 
you will recall , ~as the light carrier 
sun,k during the U. S. Pacific Fleet's 
recent. naval victory over the ma­
jority of the Japanese Fleet. 

Ensign George B . Searles, former- If you want a thing well done, 
ly one of our Methods Engineers, don't do it yourself unless you know 
is safe after surviving the USS how. 
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.___UN_IO_N_DA_N_CE_A_G_AL_A_F_UN_CT_IO_N____,, HAMILTON IDEA MEN I FISHER llOW lllSTRUMEllT SPECIALIST I 
United States patents were re­

cently i ued -to five of H amilton 's 
workers William 0. Bennett, Ernest 
W . Drescher, Robert D. H effelfinger, 
Ralph B. Mentzer and Francis 
Meyei-. These patents are, of 
course, the property of the H amil­
ton Watch Company by assignment 
from these men. Some few of you 
may have used the machines or 
practiced the methods originated 

- here at H amilton and to which 

Over five hundred people ottended the Homilton Watch Workers Union 
Dance, held at the Moose ballroom on Friday, Nov. 24. Music was fur­
nished by Andy Kerner's orchestra from 9 p. m. to 1 a . m. and Jerry 
Bitzer, Small Tool Dept., was the master of ceremonies. 

The door pri:ice, a $50.00 War Bond, was won by Tom Mcfadden, 
Maintenance Dept., and there were twenty-six spot prizes awarded, rang­
ing from glassware and wearing apparel to jewelry. A highlight of 
the evening was the awarding of the "booby" pri:ice, a pair of ribbon­
bedecked snow-white ducks, to Mary Jane Mooney of the Balance & 
Flat Steel Dept. 

KATHRYN WELSHANS 
RECEIVES WAR TROPHIES 

roon. A Nazi monogram in sterling 
silver is the only adornment upon 
the handle. In contrast the blade is 
highly polished and bears the etched 
inscription "Alles fiir Deutschland." 
The loot reposing between the knife 
and the heath above are German 
medals and coins of various denom­
inations. The parachute was orig­
inally attached to a flare that was 
intended to betray American forti­
fied positions in France. 

Hamilton has been granted the ex- > 

clusi1·e right to make, use and sell. 
P atent No. 2,360,305 granted on 

October 10, 1944 to Fr{i.ncis Meyer, 
Watch Design, and assigned to the 
H amil ton Watch Company, rela tes 
to a, va luable part of our Elapsed 
Time Clock, the civil date advanc­
ing mechanism. The mechanism 
autom atically swings the civil date 
wheel out of the path of its ad-
1·ancing pin during setting of t he 
clock. Mr. Meyer's invention was 
mentioned in the New York Times 
as an outstanding invention of t he 
week. 

P atent No. 2,360,113 granted on 
October 10, 1944 to Ernest W. 
Drescher, ·w atch Design, and as­
signed to the H amilton Watch 
Company. relates to a mechanism 
for controlling the setting of a time­
piece. You are all probably famil­
ia r with the little button on t he 
side of t he chronometer watch 
which must be operated before the 
watch may be set but the compli­
cated system of levers and pins that 
are the real invention is safely hid­
den under t he case and provides one 
of the important features in th is 
t imepiece. 

Sgt. Arthur B. Fisher, formerly of 
the Finishing Department (left). 
airplane instrument specialist in a 
Troop Carrier squadron, makes a 
cursory inspection of Corporal Ru­
dolph Burian's wristwatch, a buddy 
from C hicago, Ill. Besides repai r­
ing and maintaining C-47 panel in­
struments, Fisher a lso keep the 
squadron 's personal watches in trim . 

Sgt. Fisher is the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Robert Fisher, 524 Dauphin 
Street, Lancaster, P a. His wife, the 
fo rmer Miss Elva Bachman and 
t heir four year old son, Arthur, Jr ., 
reside in P equea, Pa. 

ORDNANCE TIME 

Patent No. 2,363,113 granted on 
November 21 to William 0. Ben­
nett, Jr ., ·w atch R esearch, and as­
signed to the H amilton Watch 
Company, relates to Time Fuzes. 
The patent particularly sets forth 
the method of making the li tt le fl at 
springs that are so important in the Released by the Phila . Ord. D·ist. 
operation of the time fuze. :rhe of the Army Service Forces 
method by which the fuzes are made 
which is set forth in this patent has 
contributed a great deal toward the 
succe s that the time fuze has en­
joyed. 

P atent ro. 2,363,128 granted on 
November 21. 1944 to Robert D . 
Heffelfinger, Machine Design, and 
assigned to the Hamilton Watch 
Company, is directed to a Center­
less G1·inder. It is this m ac hin e 
whi ch forms the rough cut jewels 
into roundels. The success and per-
fection of our jewels is started by 
this machine in making them per­
fectly round. 

Patent No. 2.363.136 granted on 
November 21, 1944 to Ralph B. 
Mentzer, M a c hin e Experimental , 
and as igned to the H a m i l t o n 
Watch Company, relates to the Drill 
developed for drilling holes in our 
watch jewels. The machine which 
watches over the pressure at which 
the hole is drilled and the duration 
of the drilling also automati cally 
stops when the drill ing operation is 

What time is it ? 
If you should land in an ordinary 

infantry division wi th that burning 
question on your lips, at lea t 1.100 
men could give you the answer-
1,102 to be exact-for that is the 
number of individuals i sued Army 
Ordnance watches of one type or 
another. 

They are excellent watches, ac­
cording to Mr. C. J ared lngerooll, 
District Chief of the Philadelphia 
Ordnance District. All of them use 
American movements and are of 
American manufacture. A good por­
tion of them are made by the Ham­
ilton Watch Company of Lancaster 
under contract with the Philadel­
phia Ordnance District. A few time­
pieces ha1·e Swiss movement3, but 
they are reserved for time-interval 
recorders used by longbearded anti­
aircraft fire control men. 

compl eted . 
Do not get rid of temptation by . All of us should congratu late these 

yielding to it. and the many other H amilton in­

To get back to the watches, 28 
have 15 or more jewels, which means 
that neither the individua l oldicr 
nor Army Ordnance can buy them 
for hay. The rest of the pocket and 
wrist watches contain seven little 
sparklers. Although diamonds are 
the hardest stones and may look 
best on your girl's finger (she says). 
they are seldom used . Instead, Ord­
nance usually uses sapphire be­
cause of their fine texture. 

Kathryn Welshans of the Friction 
J eweling Department received an 
interesting array of captured Nazi 
personal effects from her husband, 
a sergeant with the U. S. Forces 
pushing towards Berlin. The most 
valuable and also the most inter­
esting article that Kathryn received 
is a short bladed knife and match­
ing sheath (pictur d at the right 
and left respectively) which at one 
time must have belonged to a mem­
ber of the German Elite Guard. 

The handle is carved out of what 
might pass for red cedar here in the 
good old U.S. A., while the sheath is 
enameled in a brilliant matching ma-

l/n~rvfl'd. t& 

DO YOU KNOW? 
(Questions on page 5) 

1. Approximately 91,700. 
2. Approximately 220,000 . 
3. Approximately 11,000. 
4. Over 90. 
6. (a)-Ginger. 

(b)- Tumeric. 
7. September_ 27, 1940. 
8. 139 ft . per sec., or 94.7 

·miles per hr, pitched -_ by At­
ley Donald -of the New York 
Yankees in Cleveland Stadi­
um, August 30, 1939. 

ventors whose skills and ingenuity 
will directly and indirectly benefit 
each and every one of us. 

The Christmas Spirit is somethinir 
that wars can't wipe out and t ime 
can't wither. Nothing can stop t he 
faithful star of Bethlehem from 
brightening a weary world . 

Let'~ V/ear It/ 

In addition to the conventional 
watches, there is one stop watch 
(facetiously said to be used to time 
men running between foxholes) and 
three message center clocks. One 
is used in the message center, of 
course, the other two being located 
in the forward and rear command 
posts. 

In addition to passing t he ammu­
nition, keeping guns and howitzers 
firing, combat vehicles rolling, and 
bombs dropping, Ordnance soldiers 
keep millions of watches in gooJ 
operating condition. receiving a con­
stant supply of thousands of re­
placement parts from H a mi I ton 
Watch Company and other watch 

Official Phol U. S. Troop arrier Forces 

Fisher sailed for overseas in May 
of 1943, saw service in North Africa, 
Sicily and Italy prior to arri ving in 
the European Theatre early t his 
year. H e is now a member of a 
Yeteran Troop Carrier squadron of 
the Sicilian and Ita lian itll'asions, 
and his unit earned the Distingu ish­
ed Unit Badge for its part in haul­
ing paratroopers and supplies to 
Normandy on D-Day. 

With the new F irst Allied Air­
borne Army's bold, daylight air­
borne operations m·er Holland . his 
unit hauled paratroopers and sup­
plies, and towed gliders loaded with 
arms and equipment. 

manufacturers in continental United 
States. Some of the e parts, Ruch 
as dart pins, are too sma ll to be 
een by the naked eye. More time is 

con urned in packing minute hands 
for G. I. Joe's wrist watch than in 
boxing a General Sherman tank. 

So with a ll the G. I. 's that ham 
been lucky enough to have watches 
issued to them (officers buy their 
own), plus all the rest t hat hiwe un 
dial , you ought to be able to get 
the time on everything - except 
when the war will end. 

PRODUCTION GROUP 
COMPLETES COURSE 

Fourteen members of the Produc­
tion Clerical Section completed a 
one hundred hour course in Cost 
Procedures on ov. 1, 1944. This 
ESMWTC (Engineering Science 
Management War Training Course) 
is conducted by the United States 
Office of Education and offered (lo­
cally) through the facilities of 
Franklin and Marshall College. 
Dick Vaughan, Production Clerical 
Supervisor, was in tructor. Those 
who took the course were: Marie 
Duke, E lizabeth Greenawalt. Sybil­
la Haefner, Romaine Kirchner, Bet­
ty Loder, Lillian Mummaw, Anna 
Ness, P atricia May Reynolds. 
Frances Roberts, Pauline Rott­
mund, Kathryn Shiffler. Ellen Ston­
er, Yvonne Strohm Sen enig, and 
Herb Roberts. 

MILDRED HEAPS A 
PETTY OFFICER 

The Tim e Study Section was 
pleasantly surprised by a recent Yisit 
from Mildred Heaps, one of their 
former co-workers, who i now a 
member of the WAVES. Mildred 
is a P etty Officer 3/c and is sta­
tioned at Indianhead, Maryland, 
which is the site of a naval ord­
nance division. Mildred is in ex­
cellent health and advi ed everyone 
that her new work is very inter~sting. 
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SHEETZ BAGS BUCK 

"Ed" Sheetz, of the Maintenance 
Department, journeyed all the way 
to Tioga County on the opening 
day of deer season in search of 
nnison steaks. H e didn't journey 
in vain, howe,·er, for at 12 :30 p. m. 
on the first day he shot a massive 
six-point buck which weighed 138 
pounds when hog-dressed. "Ed" was 
shooting a .32 Winchester Special 
and two shots covering 500 yards 
were necessary to down the wily 
denizen of the forest. Deer are quite 
numerous in Tioga County, accord­
ing to "Ed," but a 22-inch.mountain­
top nowfall provides handicaps. 

THE REAL McCOY 

Just in case you think some of 
his stories are "fishy," Walt Dutten­
hofer, Maintenance Dept., allowed 
us to print this picture taken last 
summer. That fish he's holding 
didn't come from a taxidermist's 
shop, Walt assures us. It's a genu­
ine six-pound salmon taken from 
the Susquehanna some distance be­
low Conowingo dam - and Walt 
swears he caught and landed it a ll 
by himself. Could be ! 

HAMILTON NIMRODS 
Just to prove the old adage that 

"the grass is greener on the other 
side of the fence," Frank Evans, of 
the Tabulating Department, spent 
the first day of the hunting season 
on someone else's property. Just 
where he went or what he brought 
home couldn 't be learned; but the 
Bitzer brothers (Dick and Frank) 
and Dick Sweigart, of the Machine 
Shop, spent some time hunting on 
Frank's lot along the Maple Grove 
School House Road and were re­
warded with 11 rabbits and two 
pheasants for their trouble. 

H a rry Longenecker maintained 
the honor of the Print Shop by 
scoring a total of 15 squirrels and 
9 rabbits in four days, while "Beany" 

Foultz, of the Maintenance Depart­
ment, and his party bagged 17 rab­
bi ts and 5 pheasants in their first 
four days afield . 

Paul Rogers, of the Cafeteria, and 
Joe McCrabb, of the Balance Staff, 
teamed up on the opening day of 
the small game season and traveled 
down to Joe's farm south of Quarry­
ville. There they managed to fill 
their coats with 7 rabbits and 3 
phea ants. 

Many other H amiltonians are a l­
leged to have taken to the woods 
and fields on "opening day" but 
failed to turn in a report of the 
content of their game bags .. 

H. R. A. WOMEN'S 
BOWLING AVERAGES 

Games Aver. 
Wile , V ernn ... .. .... .. . .. . . . 36 155.26 
Long, Grace ............... . . 33 142.9 
Houghton, Maud ... .. .. . ... . 33 141.20 
Severino, Anna Margaret ... 36 141.10 
Hamlin, Grace ........ .. . ... 36 136.30 
Mai·kle, Marian . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 136.2 
Duke, Margaret ... .... . .... 33 135. 7 
Burger, Ethel ". ......•....... 33 134.22 
Gold, Betty . ............ . . .. 27 134.12 
Moffett, Dorothy ........... 30 133.16 
Murphy, Eunice ............ 36 132.29 
McKelvey, Grace ....•...... 33 131.30 
Pickell , Helen ... . ........... 33 131.29 
Mccomsey, J ane .... .. ..... . 33 131.6 
B arber, Joline .... . ... . .. .. .. 33 129.24 
Arnold, J ane .. . .. .. .•. ...... 36 128.28 
LaMastcr, Helen ... . ........ 33 128.27 
S henk , Gertrude ........ . .. . 33 128.21 
Hertzler , J ean ..... . . . ...... 24 126.20 
Shrenk , Betty . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 126.3 
Haman, J erry .. . . ......•. .. . 29 124.20 
Myers, Rut h ...... .. . . .. .. .. 33 124.13 
H arnish , Irene .... . ..... . .... 33 124.1 
Rinick, H elen . . .. .. .. ... . .. .. 33 124.0 
H eida, Julia ................. 18 121.3 
Duke, lda . .. . . .. ..... . .. .. . . 33 119.31 
Winters, Francis . . .. . . ... ... 36 117.1 
Chalfant, Geraldine ....•.... 24 115.21 
.Jackson, M artha ..... .. •.. . . 27 114.25 
Groff, Dorothy .............. 21 108.19 
lleiker , Marjori e .... . ....... 15 106.9 
Carrigan , E. . .. . ............. 15 102.6 
R ohrer , J . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 102.4 
Yungingcr, M . . ............. 24 101.21 

H. R. A. MEN'S 
BOWLING AVERAGES 

Games Pins 
Matt cm . .. . . .. ... . 36 6447 
I-loin .... . .......... 36 6366 
Gause ........ . ..... 35 6122 
Wisc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36 6242 
Erisman ........... 39 6755 
Buckwalter . ....... 36 6078 
Kuhns ....... .. .... 30 5052 
Heenan . . . . . . . . . . . . 30 4998 
Sherrick . . . . . . . . . . . 39 6461 
Rnlph Ulm er ...... 39 6443 
Lawrence .......... 39 6439 
Schneider ... . ...... 30 4944 
Snavely .. . ......... 33 5426 
Centini .. . ......... 39 6405 
Hergenrother . . . . . . 18 2927 
K oser . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39 6293 
McCoy ............ 18· 2877 
D ommel . . . . . . . . . . . 33 5258 
Slaugh ..... . ... . .. 24 3798 
Herr . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36 5663 
Longenecker . . . . . . . 36 5640 
R oyer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30 4699 
Leaman . ... ... ..... 33 5156 
Fichtner . . ....... . . 39 6063 
Mimnall .. ..... .... 39 6033 
Burkhnrt ......... . 36 5500 
Hartman .... . .•. . . . 33 5005 
Erb ..... ...... .... . 33 4964 
Coble ..... ...... .. . 36 5413 
Bob Ulmer ....... . 27 4055 
Nelson . . . . . . . . . . . . 33 4889 
Hibner .. .. ...... . . . 21 3111 
Kline . .. ........... 36 5323 
Weeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30 4415 
Silvius ...... . ...... 24 3514 
Alexander ..... , .... 30 4379 
Scheffer ...... . •.... 30 4366 
Johnson ...... ... ... 30 4326 
Dobbs . .. .......... 27 3865 
RtLdcliffc ... . . .. .... 30 4185 
Youtz ............. 30 4173 
Wagner . . ....... ... 15 2054 
Davis ......... . .... 27 3620 
Preston . . . . . • . . . . . . 21 2702 
Kaufhold .... . ..... 24 3083 
Breiter ........ .. ... 18 2279 
Witmer . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 726 
Kissinger ........ . . 11 1280 
Deni inger . . . . . . . . . . 24 2717 

Ray Erisman 241 ; Dial, 951; 
tern, 683; Print Shop, 2626. 

Aver. 
179.3 
176.30 
174.32 
173.14 
173.8 
168.30 
168.12 
166.18 
165.26 
165.8 
165.4 
164.24 
164.14 
164.9 
162.11 
161.14 
159.15 
159.11 
158.6 
157.1 
156.24 
156.19 
156.8 
155.18 
154.27 
152.28 
151.22 
150.14 
150.13 
150.5 
148.5 
148.3 
147.31 
147.5 
146.10 
145.29 
145.16 
144.6 
143.4 
139.15 
139.3 
136.14 
134.2 
128.14 
128.11 
126.11 
121.00 
116.4 
113.5 

Bill Mat-

CLASSIFIED ADS 

For Sate 
FOR SALE-One (1) pre-war alann clock. 

Bright nickel finish. 24-hour movement. 
Good condition. First come, first served. 
\Vrite to Box 51 "Timely Topics," c/o 
Advertis ing D epartment. 

Timely Topics 

UNIFORMED VISITORS 
The following m embers of the 

Hamilton family in the armed serv­
ices visited the plant between Oc­
tober 21 and December 10. 

Pvt. Anna Shertzer 
P vt. Charles Loechner 
F / 0 Donald Roland 
A/ S Paul Seifred 
T / 4 Carl C. Stauffer 
3/ c USNR Geoffrey Taylor 
S 2/ c Harry M cQuate 
Pvt. Lester Kuhns 
Pfc. Richard Geiter 
A/ C Ri chard Datesman 
S 1/ c Earl Eshleman 
S 2/c Gerald Schuldt 
A/ S Michael Mastromatteo 
AMM 3/ c Boleslaus A. Lada 
S 2/c Chester L. Bentley 
Pvt. Francis Goodrich 
T / Sgt. Phares Cramer 
Pvt. Chester Cramer 
S 2/c John Landis 
Cpl. Ralph R einhart 
Pvt. Richard Wolpert 
Cpl. R aymond Eager 
MM 3/c Frank P . Gates 
Lt. Jay H . Hanna 
A/ S Daniel Funk 
Cpl. Gerald Schelling 
STM 2/c Paul Seifred 
Sgt. Robert Strantz 
AMM 1/ c George Wolf 

MOVIES TO BE CONTINUED 

Noon-day movies will be contin­
ued throughout the winter as long 
as sufficient interest is indicated in 
them by good attendance. How­
ever, weekly department bulletins 
will be discontinued and, instead, a 
weekly notice will be posted on each 
of the large bulletin boards in the 
East and West towers of the factory. 
Consult these bulletin boards for in­
formation about the current picture 
being shown. 

MEN BOWLERS TO BANQUET 

The Hamilton Recreation Asso­
ciation's Men's Bowling League will 
banquet in Boothman Hall on the 
evening of January 12. Two bowl­
ing alleys, complete with pin boys. 
will be available for all those at­
tending and refreshments of an ex­
tra-delicious nature will be available. 

To bowling league members the 
admission price will be only 25c, 
while to non-members the price will 
be 75c. 

CORRECTION 

Marie Slaugh, of our Specialties 
Assembly Department and a mem­
ber of the Hamilton Gallon Club. 
was unable to attend the Red Cross 
Award Certificate ceremony held in 
the H amilton cafeteria last October 
13, reported in the last issue of 
Timely Topics. In error, her name 
was omitted from the list of Gallon 
Club members, although Marie was 
one of the original group of Ham­
ilton blood donor~ and one of the 
first to become a member of the 
Gallon Club. 

H.R.A. ORCHESTRA - - - ? 

A recent survey has failed to re­
veal enough Hamiltonians who play 
different instruments to permit the 
formation of an H.R.A. Dance 
Orchestra. 

Th e re a re , apparently, quite a 
number of pianists and violinists, 
but the real need is for good "solid 
men" who play trumpet, alto or 
tenor saxophone and clarinet, and 
"bull fiddle." 

Anyone who wants to try-out or 
is interested in the formation of an 
orchestra please con tact Ken Weeks, 
Personnel, or J. Ed. Hendrix, Watch 
Parts Expediter. 
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HONOR ROLL 

* NOW 556 

The following members of the 
Hamilton family have left to join 
their Comrades in uniform since the 
last names were added to our Honor 
Roll: 

Elvin Andrews-Prod. Clerical 
Walter Bailey-Bal. & Flat Steel 
John Felsinger-Bal. & Flat Steel 
Harry Groff-Fuze Mfg . 
Jay Harold Hanna- Dial 
Mildred M . H eaps-Methods Eng. 
Roy G. Hess-Bal. & Flat Steel 
George Jones-Dial 
Clayton Mill er-Service 
Richard Milley-Dial 
Marvin Myers-Automatic 
J ames R. Singer-Bal. & Flat Steel 
John West-Balance & Flat Steel 

KUHN CITED FOR 
GALLANTRY 

Pfc. Harold W. Kuhn, formerly of 
the Service Department, has been 
cited for gallantry, according to a 
citation from the War Department 
recently received by his wife. 

"Pfc. Kuhn carried ammunition 
to the front line with five members 
of his group on May 31, with com­
plete disregard for personal safety 
despite enemy fire," the citation said. 

He is serving with an infantry 
unit in Italy and had previously 
been awarded the combat Infantry­
man's Badge. He entered the serv­
ice in February, 1943, received his 
training at Camp Wheeler, Ga., and 
has been overseas since July, 1943. 

HANNA Pl LOTS 
BOMBERS 

Lt. Jay Harold Hanna, formerly 
of the Dial Department, is perhaps 
more familiar with United States 
medium bombers than any other 
Hamiltonian. Harold entered the 
Air Forces on September 15, 1939, 
and received his primary training at 
Berry Field, Nashville, Tenn. In 
November of that year he was sent 
to Puerto Rico where he was sta­
tioned until March 27, 1942. Dur-

ing his stay in Puerto Rico he be­
came a Flight Officer and his squad­
ron was primarily interested in 
gua1·ding the approaches to the Pan­
ama Canal. On the 15th of June, 
this year, Harold was promoted to 
the rank of First Lieutenant and at 
present is awaiting overseas orders . 

SGT. P. BECHARD 
WOUNDED 

A War Department telegram re­
ceived early last month advised that 
Sgt. Paul R. Bechard, formerly of 
the Production Clerical Section, was 
seriously wounded October 8 in the 
Holland area. Paul , who is the son 
of Mrs. Mary Bechard, 506 South 
Lime Street, entered the service on 
October 29, 1942. and trained at 
Camp Blanding, Florida. It wasn't 
until January 15 of this year that 
Paul arrived overseas. Prior to his 
coming to work here at Hamilton, 
he attended Millersville State T each­
ers College. 

LT. SHECKARD 
RECEIVES MEDAL 

Second Lieutenant R aymond E . 
Sheckard, Jr., formerly of the Watch 
R esea rch Department, has been 
awarded the Air Medal by order 
of Major General Nathan F. Twin­
ing. commanding general of the Fif­
teenth Army Air Force, for "mer­
itoriou achievement in aerial flight ." 

Ray entered the armed forces in 
February, 1943, and in May, 1944, 
he received his commission as Sec­
ond Lieutenant in the Army Air 
Force at Selman Field, La. Shortly 
afterward he was assigned overseas 
service with the Fifteenth AAF in 
the Mediterraneon theater of opera­
tions where he has flown 25 combat 
missions against the enemy. R ay, 
who is the son of Mr. and Mrs. R 
E. Sheckard, Sr., of Columbia. is now 
a navigator on a B-17 Flying For­
tress operating from a base in Italy. 

FORNOFF, CORPORAL 

Ephraim B. Fornoff, formerly of 
our Timing and Casing Department, 
has been promoted to the grade of 
Corporal according to an announce­
ment from the headquarters of Ma­
j or General John K . Cannon's 
Twelfth Air Force. Fornoff, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. George L. Fornoff, re­
sided at Columbia R. 1 and is a 
graduate of Columbia High School. 
H e is now an instrument specialist 
in a troop carrier group of the 
Twelfth Air Force, which has par­
ticipated in the invasions of North 
Africa, Sicily, Italy, and southern 
France. In addition, the same group 
rendered distinguished service in the 
China-Burma-India theater of op­
erations. In the above picture, which 
was snapped in North Africa, Eph­
raim is shown receiving a lightning 
shoeshine from one of the natives. 

James W. Farmer, former Service 
Office member, has been promoted 
to the rank of Captain. Jim, son 
of the late Mr. John A. Farmer and 
Mrs. Farmer, of 355 N. West End 
Ave., has been stationed in the revi­
ta lized city of Paris for some time. 

T imely Topics 

PETERMAN IN 
BOOT CAMP 

George Peterman, forfl}erly of the 
Balance Staff Department, joined 
Uncle Sam's "Gobs" on November 
29 and he is presently receiving his 
boot training at Bainbridge, Md. 

On Friday, November 17, some of 
his fellow workers held a farewell 
dinner in his honor at the Stock 
Yard Inn. After dinner those at­
tending journeyed to one of Lan­
caster's movie houses. Those pres­
ent besides George were: Margaret 
Marley, Louella Benner. Jane Wig­
gins, Catherine Brooks, Norma Fitz­
gerald, Mary Jefferies, Helen Rin­
ick and Mr. and Mrs. Domes . 

MAJOR SCHMEISER 
BACK FOR VISIT 

Maj or J. Edw. Schmeiser, for­
merly of Production Control, re­
cently visited his many fri ends at 
Hamilton and while here attended 
a meeting of the Hamilton Man­
agement Association. 

As a First Lieutenant in the R e­
serve Officers Corps, he was called 
into service in March of 1941, nine 
months before Pearl Harbor, and 
sent to the Army Engineering School 
at Fort Belvoir, Va. Subsequently 
he was promoted to Captain and 
made a member of the staff tha t op­
erates the Ft. Belvoir Eng. School. 

To The Folks Back Home 
Here is a letter writ ten to K en 

Weeks, our Activities Director, by 
Ensign E. C . Lentz, "Hen" Ben­
ner's Commanding Officer, praising 
our former Traffic D epartment mem­
ber's accomplishments to date. 
"Dear Mr. Weeks: 

"Through the courtesy of Henry 
Benner, I have been reading your 
newspaper edition, 'Timely Topics..' 
Having lived in the Lancaster area 
for almost five years I learned to 
know quite a few people who were 
Hamilton employees and whose 
names I now see mentioned in your 
newspaper. So, in reality, I suppose 
I enjoy the paper almost a much 
as does 'H en' himself. 

"I am taking this liberty to drop 
you a short note thanking you for 
the news and letting you know 
that one of your employee is do­
ing a first-class job out here. 'Hen' 
Benner has certainly proved him­
self to be one of the 'aces' on board 
this ship . H e commands a world 
of re pect from the officers and en­
listed men attached to this com­
mand. H e has succeeded in whip­
ping a group of twenty men into a 
first-class fighting uni t. H e h as 
plenty of ini tiative, uses excell ent 
judgment, and his abili ty as a lead­
er is unquestioned. 

"While living in the Lancaster 
a1·ea I was always impressed by the 
aggressiveness of the citizenry. When 
he reported on board our ship and 
I discovered that we had a Lan­
caster boy on board, I wagered wi th 
the officers that he would prove to 
be one of the out~tanding men on 
board . H e has most certainly borne 
out t hat prediction. 

','Hamilton products arc very mu ch 
in evidence on our ship and, I as­
sure you, are proving worthy of 
the Hamilton name. 

" I think that before too many 
more months roll around you will 
find a certain Mr. Benner back in 
Lancaster, the war won, and a ll of 
us glad to get home again. 

"Sincerely yours, 
"ENSIGN E . C. LE TZ" 

Here is a letter recently received 
from Cpl. Frank D. "Titter" Carter, 
formerly of the Timing and Casing 
Department. 
"Dear Friends and Co-workers: 

"At this time I wish to express 
my appreciation as to your kind 
remembrance in the ni ce Christmas 
gift you sent me. It is friends like 
you that boost up a fellow's morale; 
being many mil es from you at this 

- critical time . I hope we can all dis­
tribute our Christmas gifts face to 
face when Christmas of 1945 arrives. 

COLEMAN IN 
COAST GUARDS 

James L. Coleman, S 1/c, F.C., 
formerly of the Equipment Design 
Department, is now a member of 
the U. S. Coast Guards and is sta­
tioned at the U. S. Navy Distribu­
tion Center, Camp Wallace, Texas. 
Jimmie joined the Coast Guards on 
August 13, 1943. 

Pvt. H enrietta Bechtold, formerly 
of the Balance Staff Department, 
has been assigned to the WAC De­
tachment, Hampton Roads PE, 
Newport News, Va. 

"I am still on the island of Oaku 
and plugging along each day helping 
to get the message through. 

"H ats off and a mili tary salute 
to General M acA rthur and his 
forces and also to the Navy for 
their wonderful work in the in­
vasions of the Philippine Islands, 
a lso to all of you for your fine ef­
forts in making instruments to de­
stroy the enemy. 

"At times I come in contact with 
men who are familiar with Hamil­
ton instruments and they recom­
mend them . very highly-in fact, I 
had the pleasure of going through 
an instrument repair shop recently." 

Robert H . Dor ey, formerly of 
the North Plant, sent this letter to 
a ll of us recently. 
"Dear Friends at Hamilton: 

"I want to take time out to thank 
you for the issue of 'Timely Topics' 
I have just received. Right now I 
am attending Fire Control School 
here in Bainbridge, Md., but will 
soon be off to spots unknown and 
believe me I shall be thinking of 
Hamilton and all my friends there 
to help me over the bumps that 
may lie in the road ahead." 

There 's nothing easy about taking 
candy from a baby nowadays. 

COBRA CALLER 
A snake charmer and a King Co­

bra pictured while in action in dark­
est Indio-snapshot by Oliver G. 
Hess, Jr., a former employee of the 
Service Office. 

JOHN GAST WITH 
8th AIR FORCE 

Sgt. John B. Gast, formerly of 
Inspection, is an aircraft mechanic 
in a fighter squadron of t he Eighth 
Air Force somewhere in England. 
His sq u ad ron was recently com­
mended by B,·igadier General J esse 
Auton, Wing Commander, for the 
part i t 1alayed in the destruction of 
43 enemy aircraft and damaging 23 
others on a German-held airdrome. 

Sgt. Gast entered the service in 
April of 1943 and has been overseas 
for some time. 

Capt. and Mrs. Schaller 

Capt. H enry C. Schaller, former­
ly of the Inspection Department, 
returned to Lhe good old United 
States of America on a short fur­
lough on September 7, the day on 
which he received his promotion to 
the rank of Captain. H ank was a 
member of the 15th Air Force in 
I taly and prior to his departure for 
home he completed 50 sorties over 
the Medi terranean theater, most of 
t hem at the navigator's post on Fly­
ing Fortresses. 

His trip home was made entirely 
by air and covered 5600 miles. On 
hand to greet him were his wife and 
4 months old daughter, Mary Mar­
garet (Rebel) Schaller. August 
Schaller of the Damaskeening De­
partment, H ank's proud father who 
resides at 531 % Poplar Street, was 
mighty glad for the opportunity of 
seeing his son after reading of his 
history-making flights in the local 
newspapers. 

Our form er inspector has now re­
turned to Italy, where he is again 
stationed with the 15th Air Force, 
however this time he is a member 
of the H eadquarters Company and 
is assisting in operational flight 
planning. 

Mary Jane Mattern, form erly a 
member of the Finishing Depart­
ment, has been promoted to Avia· 
tion Machinist's Mate second class 
in the WAVES. She is now stationed 
at the Naval Air Training Station, 
Olathe, Kansas. 


