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= A Special Letter from the Editor |
,=\;-‘- In 1943 an enthusiastic group of watch and clock collectors =
= founded the National Associafion of Watch and Clock Collectors. [@
?f_’ During the years that followed, the Association grew slowly as [.*i
= other enthusiasts learned of it and entered into its fellowship. A iz
3:1 publication, dedieated to the sharing of knowledge among members, ]
= i

was begun and it has grown into the world’s largest publication in
horology., Even though we ave pleased with the BULLETIN, and
proud of the strength and stuture that it gives to the NAWCC,
we are always looking for steps that ean be taken to improve its
effectivenass or inerease its readership. Such a step is being
tried now.

Unlike the memberghip NAWCC had 30 years ago, there are
now many members who are only starting to develop an interest
and expertize in this avocation. Basic knowledge that the early au-
thors took for granted as they wrote for the BULLETIN i3 not nee-
pssarily shaved by many of the newer members, The time has come
when those of us who have enjoyed this hobby for vears, and dur-
ing those years accumulated fundamental information, make the
effort to teach it to our eager young collectors. It has long been my
hope that we could devote some BULLETIN space toward the pri-
mary aim of bringing the new collector up to speed. Last April’s
survey verified that this is a popular idea.

The Editorial Committee and I have begun cajoling (pestering?)
knowledgeahle members to contribute to this educational series of
articles. At present I am trying to get material of three types: (1)
How to do it, wherein some of the methods learned by the experi-
enced are transmitted to the inexperienced, {2) Comprehensive ex-
positions on some of the more readily collectable clocks and watches
50 that geod collections can be generated without enormous expen-
ditures. (8) Pictorial tours through first class pieces that are
rarely seen on the market today so that all collectors can enjoy
horelugy at its best. T have extracted promises of some exciting
material to come.

Along with this preview of things in the future, let me append
a plea to anyone who can contribute to our ambitious goal. You
don't have to do research to gel into the act — you just have to
have some worthwhile slice of horology that you think would hene-
fit or interest a movitiate, (To an extent, we can even help you
with the writing.) Jim Gibbs (Chairman, Editorial Committes),
any member of the Committes, or T would be glad to hear from you.

Initially, T had thought to give this feature a name to set it
apart from other sections of the BULLETIN. I have now rejected
that idea because I think that this feature is an integral part of
the BULLETIN and deserves as mmuch visibility and dignity as the
other articles that appear. With your help and support, T'll use
this new program to give our BULLETIN another quantum jump
upward.
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Doug Shaffer, Editor
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