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Although we have loved clocks since purchasing our first one over 35 years ago, it wasn’t until late 2005 
that we first heard of the National Association of Watch and Clock Collectors when Claude Leis invited us 
to a Chapter 124 function in Dallas.  We joined the organization in early 2006 and were hooked 
immediately.  Since joining, we’ve tried to take advantage of the many available opportunities as well as 
to give back to the association and membership. 
 
I currently belong to Chapters 15, 124 and 139 here in Texas and Chapter 120 – Horological Arts.  Each 
year since joining, I’ve attended the regionals for these three Texas Chapters, and have also been able to 
travel to three MKOA Regionals.  During this time, we also attended the Nationals in Springfield, York and 
Overland Park and have made travel reservations for Pasadena. 
 
In addition to attending the regionals, I’ve been privileged to be part of the team of volunteers that made 
the regionals possible as follows: 
Great Southwestern Regional (Chapter 15) 

 2007 – Registration Chair, both preregistration and onsite registration 

 2008 – Registration Chair, preregistration and onsite registration 
o Automated the preregistration process by loading and utilizing the registration program 

for the first time 
o All registration had been handled manually with typewriter and ledger books prior to this 

time 

 2009 – Registration Chair, preregistration and onsite registration 

 2010 – Registration Chair, preregistration and onsite registration 

 No regionals have been hosted since 2010 
Lone Star Regional (Chapter 124) 

 2010 – Assisted with onsite registration 

 2011 – Assisted with onsite registration 

 2012 – Assisted with onsite registration 
All Texas Chapters Regional (Chapter 139) 

 2011 – Registration Co-chair 
o The individuals who had been handling registration were no longer able to assist, so I 

helped get the registration program loaded and set up to handle preregistration and 
onsite registration 

o Assisted with onsite registration 

 2011 – Presented two programs 
o R H Ingersoll: The marketing behind the watch that made the dollar famous 
o It’s for free: Horological prizes and premiums through the years 

 
During this same period, I’ve been Chapter 15 Secretary since 2007 and newsletter editor since 2009. 
And in the fall of 2011, I became newsletter editor for Chapter 139.  Several of our members, including 
two current officers, have commented that they lived in the area for quite awhile before they heard or 
read anything about Chapter 15.  To help remedy this, it has been my goal to have a Chapter Highlights 
submission in every issue of the Bulletin (now in the MART).  I also worked with the editorial staff to have 
Austin added to Southwest Chapter 15 on the Chapter Highlights map to raise awareness of our 



presence. I also created a simple Chapter 15 brochure to help promote the Chapter and our mission. This 
brochure can be distributed at functions or mailed to prospective members to provide a little glimpse 
into the Chapter. 
 
In 2009 it was becoming difficult to find an affordable site for Chapter 15’s monthly meeting.  Attendance 
was not unmanageable, so we opened our home for the Chapter’s meetings and workshops including 
dial painting and wooden works classes.  Although an affordable site was found in mid-2011 and most 
functions are now held there, we still host various functions at the house, including a group who get 
together to work on reverse glass painting and stenciling. Wanting to share what we have learned as well 
as offer others the opportunity to dedicate some time to working on projects, we have recently opened 
these informal weekends to everyone in the Chapter. 
 
From the first function we attended, the NAWCC’s knowledge sharing is one of the things that has 
impressed me most, and I’ve tried to give back by sharing some of what I’ve learned. In 2010 I presented 
a Chapter 15 program on watch keys called The “Key” to Discovery – A Long and Winding Road, and in 
2011 I gave the Horological Premiums program that was later presented at the All Texas Chapters 
Regional in Houston.  I’m currently working on a Dueber-Hampden presentation to be given later this 
year.  To help educate people about the world of collecting watch keys, last year I submitted a “The First 
One…” article on the first watch key I acquired, and last week, inspired by the Bulletin article on Kendrick 
& Davis advertising keys, I sent information I’d discovered about a jeweler listed on a watch key to be 
published in Vox Temporis. 
 
My interest in knowledge sharing and education is also what led me to answer a request for new 
Program Committee members in late 2010.  Since joining, I’ve learned so much more about the valuable 
services this dedicated group provides, including traveling to, recording and editing programs from the 
National, Symposium and various Regionals; converting programs to MP4s to be streamed from the 
website; and providing the Speakers Bureau book of resources. With so few resources available from the 
staff in Columbia, Program Committee and Board members, it’s more important than ever to maximize 
all of our resources, working as a cohesive team to coordinate the educational efforts of the Association 
to reach more people – both current and prospective members.   
 
We need to look holistically at what Mike Dempsey has discovered in his survey, along with feedback 
from members and the existing educational opportunities, then work together as a team to determine 
the way forward.  We should be looking at ways to leverage the technology we have at hand, as well as 
new technology such as Camtasia or other software that can be used to create high quality, web-based 
educational offerings, including tips and 10 – 15 minute mini-lessons that fit into members’ busy 
schedules.  We also should be looking at how to get interesting, high-quality, cost effective educational 
opportunities to the Regional and Chapter level. I believe that the Board has taken the first step by 
creating a task force to look into this topic and I’m looking forward to being integrally involved in the 
next steps. 
 


