
           
 
 
Mary Ann Wahlner 
 
Summary of qualifications: 
 
The board needs someone with experience to chair the B&P committee.  The board also desires 
west coast representation.  Mary Ann provides both. 
 
Mary Ann Wahlner is a former council member (2001 – 2005).  During that period, she proved 
to be one who volunteered to take on assignments that others did not want.  She prepared an 
employee salary and benefits study to determine if NAWCC was paying prevailing salaries and 
benefits.  She also worked with the convention committee to determine whether there was a 
better way to divide convention proceeds.  Finally, she worked on a team to determine whether 
visits to chapters had value and what the visited chapters were concerned about. 
 
Mary Ann proposed the motion that required recording of the yeas and nays in the council 
minutes so that the rank and file knew how each council member voted.  The board continues to 
do that.  She also designed the Motions and Directives document that was used for many years. 
 
Mary Ann became the chair of the Council of California Chapters in 1995 and remains in that 
position.  She organized and still maintains that council’s web site.  She ensures that each new 
member receives a welcome packet, including a list of all chapters, time and place of meetings, 
and the name of the contact person of the chapter of their choice.  About once a week she mails 
news to 700+ members in California and forwards NAWCC_News to them. 
 
Encouraging members to become personally involved in the NAWCC is Mary Ann’s ongoing 
objective.  She believes that personal involvement ties members to the organization more firmly 
than any other single aspect of membership. 
 
Mary Ann, a member since 1977, received her Fellow award in 1995.   
 
Background: 
 
Mary Ann spent 27 years in the business world rising from a part-time clerk to office manager of 
100-plus employees for the Employment Development Department of the State of California.  
She served for 10 years on the board of directors for the California Federation of Women’s Clubs 
and currently serves on four other boards within her community. 
 
 


