
Proposed Addition to Standing Rules Article XV Section 1 Classes of Members 
 

Shortly after the 2009 Grand Rapids National Convention, the acting Convention Committee 
Chair proposed that a “temporary” membership be adopted to enable invitation to the public to attend 
the York National Convention on a public day, to address a possible sales tax question.  The concept of 
some kind of temporary or short-term membership has been informally discussed in the past with the 
objective of getting non-members “in the gate” but also to be used as a workaround on sales tax 
collection being required for public events.  Until now, the only proposal considered by the Board was 
the one proposed for York but that was not approved. 

At their meeting at the 2010 York convention, the Membership Growth, Benefits, and Services 
Committee discussed several proposed changes to our classes of membership.  One of these was to 
consider the addition of a new class of members being called Introductory Members, who would receive 
normal membership rights and privileges for a limited period, as opposed to the temporary member 
concept previously mentioned that would have only had access to the convention.  A key element of this 
new membership class is that it will be available only at physical meetings including Chapter and 
Regional Meetings, the Symposiums, and National Conventions.  Primary objectives for the new class 
are to enable non-members to join NAWCC at a low cost and for long enough to decide if they are 
interested to renew for a full year and beyond; in addition to provide a means to invite the public to 
attend any NAWCC meeting where goods are traded and sold and be able to maintain a member-only 
event if desired. 

An ad hoc discussion group including Membership Committee members and other interested 
parties was convened at the Mid-South regional this summer to consider the concept and various ideas 
regarding where and to whom it would be offered, how much it should cost, what period it would be 
valid, and how it would affect other policies already in place.  The present proposal is the result of that 
discussion and subsequent follow-up discussions by email, which included the Chair of the committee. 
The following proposal for Introductory Members is now submitted: 
It is proposed that the NAWCC establish a new membership class to be called Introductory Members.  
Membership in this class will be available only to non-members who may be invited or are interested to 
attend Chapter Meetings, Regional Meetings, Symposiums, or National Conventions.  It will not be 
available at any other venue or by general application, or to any person who has held prior NAWCC 
membership in any class.  The membership term will be for a period of four months on submission of an 
application and payment of dues in the amount approved by the Board.  The initial amount for this new 
class is recommended to be $20.00. 
Following are specific criteria applicable to the Introductory Membership Class: 

• Membership in this class will be offered only to non-member attendees of Chapter Meetings, 
Regional Meetings, Symposiums, and National Conventions, who have never held prior 
membership in the NAWCC in any class.  Persons who have previously been NAWCC Members 
must reinstate to another membership class of their choice for which they are eligible. 

• Membership in this class will be valid for a period of four months from the date of submission of 
an application and payment of dues in the amount approved by the Board. 

• Introductory Members will be entitled during their membership term of four months to all rights, 
privileges, and benefits offered by the NAWCC including the receipt of official NAWCC 
publications, full participation in all meetings and conventions on payment of applicable fees, 
and participation in all other benefits; however they will not have the right to hold office or the 
right to vote during that period. 

• The membership card for this class of Members will be the same as the membership card for a 



Regular Member, with no distinction shown on the card except the early expiration date. 
• Prior to the end of the introductory membership period, the Introductory Member will be billed for 

the balance of a full year membership to renew and continue as a NAWCC Member.  The 
Introductory Member will be eligible at that time to convert their membership to any membership 
class for which they are eligible by payment of the dues balance stated for such class. 

• On renewal, the Member will then be eligible to hold office and to vote in addition to all other 
rights, privileges, and benefits offered by the NAWCC. 

It is further noted that this membership class will make redundant the Sponsored Visitor Policy in 
Article XV Section 5 (c)(2), and that policy will need to be discontinued.  This class will not affect any 
other policy regarding non-member attendance as guests at NAWCC events such as Chapter Friends and 
Family, Escorted Visitors, or Public Days as may be in effect. 
This proposal will require a motion for approval as follows: 
Resolved, that a new membership class Introductory Members be added to Standing Rules Article XV 
Section 1 Classes of Members as a new Item (to be assigned) following the Contributing Members class, 
and the remaining items in this Section 1 be renumbered accordingly. Further, that the Sponsored Visitor 
Policy as described in Article XV Section 5(c)(2) be discontinued and that item deleted from the 
Standing Rules, with other items in that section renumbered accordingly.  Finally, that the initial dues 
for this new class be set at $20.00. 
ARTICLE XV. MEMBERS 
Section 1. Classes of Members 
(y) Introductory Members (Added Dec. 4, 2010 by 2010-12-zzz) 

This membership class provides non-members who desire or are invited to attend physical meetings, 
an opportunity to join the NAWCC as an Introductory Member for a limited period.  This is offered 
for the purpose of introduction to the benefits of membership and providing encouragement to find 
out what NAWCC has to offer before making the longer-term commitment of full membership.  The 
criteria applicable to this membership class are as follows: 
1) Membership in this class will be offered only to non-member attendees of Chapter Meetings, 

Regional Meetings, Symposiums, and National Conventions, who have never held prior 
membership in the NAWCC in any class.  It will not be available at any other venue or by 
general application, or to any person who has held prior NAWCC membership in any class.  
Persons who have previously been NAWCC Members must renew or reinstate to a membership 
class of their choice for which they are eligible. 

2) Membership in this class will be valid for a period of four months from the date of submission of 
an application and payment of dues in the amount approved by the Board. 

3) Introductory Members will be entitled during their four-month membership term to all rights, 
privileges, and benefits offered by the NAWCC including the receipt of official NAWCC 
publications, full participation in all meetings and conventions on payment of applicable fees, 
and participation in all other benefits; however they will not have the right to hold office or the 
right to vote during that term. 

4) The membership card for this class of Members will be the same as the membership card for a 
Regular Member, with no distinction shown on the card except the early expiration date. 

5) Prior to the end of the introductory membership period, the Introductory Member will be billed for 
the balance of a full year membership to renew and continue as a NAWCC Member.  The 
Introductory Member may at that time convert their membership to any membership class for 
which they are eligible by payment of the dues balance stated for such class. 

6) On renewal, the Member will then be eligible to hold office and to vote in addition to all other 
rights, privileges, and benefits offered by the NAWCC. 


