
                                                                                                                      

          MEMORANDUM 
                                                                                                       26 July 2007 
To: NAWCC Board of Directors 
 
From: Charles Buttz, M & P Committee 
 
Subject: Recall of Charter of Chapter 143, Society of Military Horologists 
 
In July 2006, a member of the M & P Committee contacted Mr. Ed Christiansen, 
President of Record of Chapter 143, to encourage him to submit the 2005 Annual Chapter 
Report for the chapter.  No reports had been received from the chapter since 2002.  Mr. 
Christiansen informed the M & P representative that Chapter 143 had been inactive for 
some time and that he had no plans to revive it. 
 
NAWCC Director Tom McIntyre was asked to contact Mr. Christiansen on behalf of the 
M & P Committee to evaluate Chapter 143's situation and to see if anything might be 
done to reactivate the chapter.  Charlie Buttz also made selected contacts with some 
former chapter members to gain an understanding of Chapter 143's problems. 
 
It appears that Commander Bill Bricker, a retired US Navy pilot and former diplomat, 
was the guiding light and driving force behind the chapter.  He served as chapter 
president, newsletter editor and general work horse of the chapter for several years.  Bill 
expanded an exceptional collection of military timepieces started by his father.  This 
collection was the subject of a special exhibition at the Museum after Bill's death in 2002. 
 
When Bill passed away, Ed Christiansen became Chapter President, Tom Frank became 
VP, and Joe Miller became Secretary-Treasurer.  The chapter never really recovered after 
the death of Bill Bricker, however.  For one reason or another, internal conflicts 
reportedly developed within the officer corps and between some chapter officials and the 
National organization.  The chapter ceased publication of its newsletter and soon 
thereafter became inactive. 
 
Sometime after Chapter 143 became inactive, Chapter 185, the Internet chapter, 
established a military watch and clock forum.  The forum is now administered by Greg 
Crockett and reportedly attracts traffic from other military forums.  Several individuals 
have reportedly joined NAWCC because of their interest in 185's military timepiece 
forum. 
 
Tom McIntyre found no interest on the part of Ed Christiansen in reviving the chapter.  
Charlie Buttz also contacted VP Tom Frank and found no interest on his part in 
rebuilding the chapter.  Joe Miller is no longer a member of NAWCC.  As a last resort, 
Tom contacted Greg Crockett, to inquire of Greg's interest in trying to reconstitute 
Chapter 143.  Greg said he was quite happy working for Chapter 185 which provides all 
of the support necessary to operate an Internet forum and would not be interested in 
trying to reform Chapter 143.  There is a valuable lesson here for the leaders of other 
Special Interest chapters which do not have a strong Internet presence:  If they do not 
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maintain an outstanding communications program with their membership, their link to 
their members could well be usurped by the Internet chapter.  NAWCC might lose in this 
exchange, since Internet activists do not necessarily become workers in the NAWCC 
vineyard. 
 
Tom McIntyre learned that the chapter does have a small amount in its treasury, which 
according to Ed Christiansen, it received as a donation from another chapter. The funds 
should either be returned to the donor chapter or be returned to NAWCC.  Mr. 
Christiansen has been so advised by Email and should be asked to report on the final 
disposition of funds. It is also suggested that Mr. Christiansen be asked to send his 
membership roster to Greg Crockett of Chapter 185 so that 185 might seek to involve the 
former chapter members in its military timepiece forum.  
 
In view of the inactivity of Chapter 143 and the unlikelihood that it can be restored to 
health, the Membership and Publicity Committee reluctantly recommends that the 
NAWCC Board of Directors recall the chapter charter.  The Committee extends special 
thanks to Tom McIntyre for his assistance in preparing its recommendations. 


