
OH fu4;lngnrinea

%Zeaea( oQa fu4luclz o4a

OH etucha

by Kenneth A. Fox

__!_-fn? !-ears egr,, o, t'rien"d. knoutittg of my interest in clocks in genetal andlYilkvrl clocks in pa'rticular, geue ,?Le a copg of the follou,ing arii"Ie yno* o

probablg Aa,ron, J,r., althou4h
tr-iytle compounrled, ue,ight'nrns
notations in tlrc cose in dicating
e years a,nd, pt esent parisltioners

Of interest to our
Figure 5. This is an
is salf-enplanatorg. I
grandson zuas doing
Itis utork.

_In conclusion, I con sag rthat zo one ol
th,ese splendid, clocks at close Spoonet
tttho clid, outstanding photog,ra ltot"rible
tuallpaper backglnund, uhiclt lte has fo,rtunatelE obliterated, in his fiwished
prod.uct.

pages is taken from "The I\Ian Who Made
Mable Srvan. That article, published in

y courtesy of The Magaaine ANTIQUES.
from the Sr;v-arl article, but relate to the
is by Charles Spooner. Ed.)
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Fig. I The Willqrd-Dogget Presentotion Gollery Clock
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Fig. 2 Bross plote found in Preseniolion Gollery Clock

But for an old browll leltlger, John
Doggett, His Book 7802-1809, Lo oue
rvould have known that Aaron Wil-
lzrd, the clockmaker, painted mirror
panels, that John Dog:getb, himself,
made anrl gilded oases for the Willard
clo:ks, that Gilbert Stuait, Rembrandt
Peale, and Ifubard were friends and
patrons of John Doggett, that but
the ledger may as well tell its own
story.

In the early days of the eighteenth
century, the old Meeting House on
Ileeting House Hill, Roxbury, must
have looked down rvith great compla-
cency upon the vcry unusual group of
artisans lr'ho had chosen to settle
around it, a group lvhich included the
Willards - Simon, Aaron, and Aaror,
Jr. ; Elnathan Taber and William
Cummins, promising ap,prentices to
Simon Willard; John R. Penniman, an
English artist; Samuel Washburn,
John Green, Jr., Charles Bullard,
Samuel Curtis, Spencer Nolen, paint-
ersl Spencer Thomas, Thomas Racon,
William Fiske, William Viles, Nehe-
miah Munroe, cabinetmakers ; f,aban
Beecher, Thomas Wightman, and John
Doggett, carvers; and, most lotable
of all, Gilbert Stuart, who lived for
a time on Roxbury Street just beyond
Shawmut Avenue. Many other names
less well known appear in the Doggett
ledger and show the friendly coopera-
tion that existed among this interest-
ing congregation of men.

The ancient law of 1636 which, as
a mears of protection against the
Indians, forbade any person to dwell
more than half a mile from the Meet-
ing llouse was partly responsible for
the feeling, even a century and a half
later, that "round the Squarc" -which, in this locality, was 'then

through Roxbury Street, round the
Meeting House, through the lane, aad
back through Dudley and Eustis
Streets - was revolved all the towr
life. But in Roxbury, a mag'net
stronger than either spiritual or phy-
sical protection 'lvas the commercial
element introduced by the clock indus-
try ot the Willards and thcir various
apprcntices.

Here on Me€ting House Hill, oppo-
site the old burying ground on the nar-
row lane w'hich led to the marshes,
stood the shop and looking-glass fac-
tory of John Doggett, canrer, gilder,
oabinet anrl looking-glass maker. That
Doggett was one of the most skiliful
ard successful of the Roxbury gtoup
is shown by his old ledger, which,
written in the tall, stilted handwriting
of a century ago, gives a most sys-
tematic account of his business from
1802 until 1809. Not only did his cus-
tomers include such well-knov,n per-
sons as the Willards, Harrison GraY
Otis. Samuel Dexter, Samuel Haven,
and other prominent men of the time,
but hls apprentices, Samuel Sprague
Williams, Samuel Doggett, E. G. Scott,
W. C. Moore, John Hastings, and Dud-
ley Williams, were members of leading
Roxbury families.

When a boy in Dedham, .f ohn
Doggett chose the tr"ade of carver in
wood. bone. and shell. Later, from a
traveling artisan, he learrred the art of
gilding, and was the first to practice
that trade in Roxbury. Hc not onlY
gilded looking-glasses, but he made
the frames, carl-ed and gilded the or-
naments for them, and, when the Em-
barEo Laws of 1812 tbrbade the
imp-ortation of French glass, his in-
genuity supplied the demand bY
quick-silvering riindow glass, which
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met with a tremcndous sale through_
out thc countryside.

One right al itinerant English
weaver s[opp of Doq_
selt's shop i; c t"-*i.In r.cturn f.or spitaiity
which he recc to teach

tion for Lhe extensive carpet business
which John Doggett carried on uruler
the name of John Doggett & Co., atIirst in Roxbury and later in Boston.
- The first mention in the Doggett
ledger of business dealinss rvitli the
Willards occurs under daie of Janu_ary 19, 1804, u'hen Simon Willard
boughb "5 books of Gold leaf,' from
John Doggett at 6Lyz cents each. The
aext day Doggett records the follo.i,r._
ing lvork for Simon Willard:

To gild.ing S sut'cles for
clnaks aruL su:nd,arg onta-
ments (Lt f15.

Wood.uork fo,r' do 6.

Simon Willard, the most famous
of the four Willard brothers, all clock_
makers, moved to Roxburv in 1?g0
and established his shop near the cor_ner of Washington and Ruggles
Streets, t|exL to the building where the
-targe doublc-dial clock remained for
many ye{lrs as his sig:r,

In
renl
whic
sop
tated hy many ol.hcr clockmakers.
Willard's on.ly retaliation -for such in_
fri-ngements of his patent rvas a dig_
nrJled Ielusat to speak to the offenders

- a characteristic but ineffeclual

performed for Willard between 1804
and 1809; yet, at no time during these
years, was Willard free from debt to
Doggett; and at the close of the ledget
he owed the thrifty cabinetmaker over
six hundred dollars,

John Doggett, on the other hand,
was consistently and methodically suc-
cessful. Whcther the amount of a
transaction was a fe.vl- cents or ten

it in his ledger,
of entering the
e. The follo.r.ving
difference in the

business methods of Doggett and of
the clockmaking genius:
ApTil 96, 1805

Stmon Wi.llard Cr,
By 1 Ticket in the New

York Lotery gf .io
D,r-.

To shot't,pag of Note .St,

_ Not only ditl John Doggett nrake
the cases, and carvc and gild the
ornaments for some of the finestof l.he Simon Willard clocks. hrr+ 1".
also supptiat- th; ;i;;. 

-i;;'li'"";;";;
and fronts:
Aug?Lst 27, 180I

Sitmun Willard Dr.
To Gikling 1 Clock circle g.l.
To 3 pieces of glass lor
Cloch tloo rs at .10 ,90

Nouember 1., 1801, Dr.
To 1piece of Looking glass
for timepieca Jr

Nottember 13, 150/, Dr.
To 2 round, glasses fortf,nledeces .S 6

Mo.rclL 7, 1805 Dr.
To 8 ped,istals at S.7E gO.

To 1 glass for timepiece .20

Three types of timepieccs were made
by Simon Willard. The second of
these rvas in greatest demand. The

ally elaborate painted glass panels,
rvas, by far, the most omate of the
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three. The following entries refer to
these three types:

Jxune 5, 1806
Simon Willartl Dr.

To 1 Clock cose No 3
with, E agle $Pg .

Ap,t"il 6, 1807
Simon Willard Dr.

To 2 No 3 Clock cases
withought Eagles f'6.

Decembe,r 25, 180?
Simon Willard. Dr.

To 1 Clock case No 7

cornlrLon 70.
To 1 do No 2 co,nunon 42.
E agl.es ontl suags of

ba.lls

Several glass pairrters were, at this
time, resident in Roxbury; but the
question as to who painted the elab-
orate glass panels on the Number 3
timepieces has never been definitely
settled. In the above entries, the low
price fo,r the Number 3 clocks implies
that John Doggett did not supply the
glass decorations for Lhese particular
pieces. This decoration usually con-
sisted of an elaborate cornbination of
crosshatching and scrollwork in gold
leaf on a white ground. According to
John Ware Willard, the gallery clock
in the First Church, Roxbury, has the
original glasses executed by an un-
known artist. The glasses on the gal-
lery clock of the Second Church, Dor-
chester, are almost identical with

those of the Roxbury clock' The cases
for both of these clocks were made
and gilded by Johrr Doggett; but the
smallness of his charge for thcm
again suggests that the painting of
the glass panels r.,'as the work of an-
other person, v'ho received cornpensa-
tion apart.

October 10, 1801+

Simon WillaT d' Dr.
To (lililing 2 Meeting house
Clack cases 1 for Ronbtng
1 for Charleston with'
eagles and szoags of bolls
at $lt9 $96.

for er.tra u;oo&uo'rk 6-
To Gild,ing 1 small Bank
Clnck cose uith bottom
piece 8.

October 23, 1806
Simon Willnrd Dr-

To 1 Clock case No I for
Dorchester with Balls in
th.e hollout $16.

To 1 d.o for Mr. Louell's
Meting house Gilt on the

sid,e & balls in the hollou 85-

The following entry with "Gilding
complete" must have included all the
gilding:

Nouenlber 9,7805
Simon Wi'lltt'rcl Dr.

To 7 Clock case u:ood'uo. k
and. Gil.ding complete for
the Old, South. Chttrch' $70.

Fig. 3 Toblet in Presentotion Gollery Clock
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To 1do for the Old Bricrc
clo do 12-

Cr.
Eg Cash, $t p.

Al thjs timc, John R. penniman,
an English,artist, was painting mir_rol panels for Johrr Doggett.

August 1, 1803
John R. Penniman

Bg painting Z tablets & end,

John Doggett's rvedding, the follot,ing
rtem appears:

Jesse Dogg,ett Cr,
811 J13 uteeks Bord, of Loth-,rop mAself & Sam Wil-
liams at #B pe.r week #glL,

(C'aptain Jesse Doggett was the
tavernkeeper ol the EaIl und, pitt
Taup't'n, y.here John Doggett I iverl
until he rvas married.)

balls and ornaments for the clocks:

Junes Eaa,ns Cr.
Ba 4 doz. ba s for Gen.
Bad,lam & B9 balls for m,g-
sclf aL $7,50 per gross $l.ts

Mny 22, 1805
James Euu:ns Dr,

To 26 weeks Bord of himself
& Boa at $4.s0 g1r7

To uashing & mend:ing plla

LT.

pleces
Bgldo

October 18, 18Os
John R. Penniman

By pu,inting 1 tablet sp
I

$e.
1,50

Cr.
oa

$e.

Dra\e, r1 his Historg of Rorbur.y,
notes that Penniman worked for Simon

in 1828; and
of the lacy_

ppeared. We
that penni-

marr was l.he artist rvho painted the
elabomte glass fronts of thc Number
3 Willard clocks.

Simon,
d s'as
es for

April 26, 18011
Aaron Will,o,rd Cr,

_ _ By lettaring 1 glass $ .s5
MaA 91, 1801+

_ Bg pu.inting 6 tablets I.iO
JUIA 1?, 18OI

B g enameling z Glasses z.
J ula 24, 1so4

Bg put;tng border on B
Glnsses at 1 .78 5,g5By lettering I Glnsses p.f5

man Lothro
Doggett's, di
work. Frorn
of gold leaf
the Doggett
must have done gilding for other
customers.

On March 30, 1804, the day after

d,ozens
MaA 23,7805

James Euans Dt,
To 2 sulpher ruolds fotcompositinn $2.
To 1 Lion's head 7 scroh
1 leaf 1 Egg & dart 1.

To 1 crot of uhiting g.
To si.ze of sunlry times 5.
To 1 Litt sg
To 4% lbs. of pu,ter .go
To horse & sleigh to
Dedhonz 1.

To Shop roo,rn use of Tools
ffireusood etc for uou,r
Boa 10,

William Viles also worked for John
Doggett, doing much of his employ-
er's cabinetwork.

as to

.:1"1
lusive

illumination. John Doggett unques-
tionably gilded and, 1i-rhaps, made
eagles for Simon Willard:

Jul:a 17, 1804
Simon Willnrd Dr.

To Sikling 2 Eagles at
$r $1n.

30?
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Fig. 4 Movement ond weight

To 2 Wi,re Otutaments of
Clocks at $5 10.

in Presenloilon Gollery Clock

Jmte 5, 18oG
Shnon Willarcl

To 1 Cloclc c(rse No 3
with eagle

Dr.

$23.
June 2, 1805

Sbnon Wilkwd Dr,
To ertra Gikling of Eagle
for Rorburg Clock $5.

Ma.rch 18, 1805
Simon llillarcl DT .

To Gildtng g Eagles at.75 f2.25
JurLe 17, 1805

To Gild.ing 2 lat'ge Eagles
To do 3 vnall ones 5.26
To Giltling & bwnishtng 1

There is but onc mention of a hrass
cagle, which Willarn Whitrn'cll bought
from John Doggett for 88 cents.

The first melltion of Aaron Willard
in the ledger occurs January 26, 1804,
in connection with the Purchase of
"1 pint of Jappan" from John Doggett.
Various other entries follow :

Eagle 1.50 Feb. 25, lgort
Aaron Willaril Dr.

FebruaffU 6, 7806
Simon Willard Dr.

To Gildin.g 1 Eagle in
Oil Gokl $1.7 5

Nouember 95, 1807
Simon. Willat"tl Dr.

To 1 Cloclc case No 7

comtnon $70.
To 1 do No 2 conLmon L2.
Eagles & szongs of balls

To I poT trai.t fratmes,
98 f,eat 4 in' $35.1t,

Mat'ch 6, 1801.
Aaron Willard' Cr.

B1y 9 qu.arts of ao'rnish $6.
1 quart of Jappan 2.

In April, 1804, Aaron lettered "4
glasses" for $1.50, for John Doggett.
Many similar entries follow for let-
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cumst/ance that Aaron Willard owned

name appears in the Doggett
accounts:

Janua4l 10, 1805
Aotron Wil.lard, Dr.

?o Gikling 4 Cloch cloo,rs
at 7/6 f5.

April 18, 1805
Aatron WiIIard. Dr.

To_ Gilding 6 TimeViece
doorc cLL //6 g7.SO

To Gilding 4 Eagles 6.
To Qild:ins I side
oo.nalnents $l ,

r', is
early

was
g for

business arrangements betrveen Simon
and Aaron, Jr. ;

June 10, 1806
Simon Willarcl Dr.

.Irlne 25, 1805
Aaron Willard., Jr.,

To 1O Pedestals L delhterert
at A. WiIInrd, Jun. at
$3.50 ffi,.

At this time Aaron, Jr., is said to
have becn employed in his father's
factory at 843 Washincton Str-eet.
This factory was in the r.ear of the
older man's dwelling, rvith which it
was connecLed by a long row ofbuildings used for storehouses
and workshops. Qharles Bullard, an
ornamental painter, Henry Willard,
clock-case rnaker, William Fiske, cairi-
netmaker, Pratt & Walker, cabinet_
mahers, occupied these shops, and
Aaron, Jr., may also have had one
of his own. In 181b, he bought a house
al, 815 Washinglon Street, and, i n
1823, he took over his father's busi_
ness. The second item in the follow_
ing-cntry evidently refcrs to the lyre
clock, which originated with him:
Mag 16,7809

Aaron Willmrd. Jun. Dr.
To 1 Clock circle for the
Exchange $1o.

To 7 N eut Faslyion
Pedestal l.

The ledger shows a greater amountof work done by John DoggeLt for
Aaron, Jr., than for either Simon or
Aaron. One entry is almost identical
with some of the debits against Simon
Willard;

October 23, 1806
Aaron Willard, Jun. D,r.

To 2 Clock cases No 3 forMr. Baldwin at gs8 $i6.
To 2 Cloclc cases No B
comlaLon 50.

To 1 do No 1 Gilt at the
side BO.

To 1 d,o No Z conlnlon tLZ.
Witlz Eagles and swalts
ol bolts

Aa,ron Will,o,r.d., Jun, Dr.
To rnaking cross forclock $A.
To lz of nla enpqsea to
Salent S.

D,r'.
To Gildi,ng ls Timepi,ece
doors 6,p5

Julg 8, 1805
To Qil.ding 1p Eagles 18.

JulA 22, 1s05
To 2 Pcd,estals uith balls g.
l* do utithoztght 1 t, ,

August 11, 1g0s
To 4 Ped,estaLs part puinted,
d,t 3 12.

Mo.g 5, 1806
To- Cild.ing 2/* Time?iece
doors NO.

MaA 30, 1806
To p cl,ock cases No 3 with
eagles at gp, 50.

To Gil.d.ing lp small Ea.gles 18.

The following item, which is one of
several similar entries, sug'g€sts some
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REPRODUCTIONS, WELL AGED, SIMON
Willard hall clock and banjo movement. Can be
fitted to your wood or metal dial. Complete line
of material. Send for folder. Duornv S. Flsolur,
59 Columbia Street, Albany, N. Y.

Fig.5 Adveriisement by Dudley Fosoldt os found in The Mogozine ANTIQUES, Morch, 1929

Another item refers to "3 crosses
for timepieces" made for Aaron, Jr.,
also to "1 Clock circle bound with
iron" for $9. The fact that Aaron Wil-
lard's name disappears from the led-
ger after the appearance of entries
against Aaron, Jr., suggests that this
yourger man: as he was working for
his father al, this time, was assuming
responsibility for purehasing.

From Elnathan Taber, an appren-
tice of Simon Willard's, John Doggett
bought a clock for $45, a clock which
'Iaber himself had made. This trans-
action took pla.ce in March, 1804, a
few days before Doggett's marriage.
The list of purchases recorded by the
prospective groom gives us some idea
of the articles thought essential to a
housekeepiag establishment. From
William Viles, .rho worked for him
as cabinetrnaker, Doggett bought "1
fjeld Bedstead" for $14; "1 secretary,"
935; ore card table, $14; one small
chair, $2; one bureau, $18; one loli-
ing chair, $8. From Aaron Willard he
obtained one cot bedstead, $5.50, and
one common bedstead, $3. William
Fiske, the cabinetmaker, supplied a
ficld bedstead for $14, and one light-
stand. Ebenezer Leland, the village
tinsmith, furnished "sundry tinr.r'are"
to the amount of $14.4ti. From the
shop of Ebenezer Fox came "1 pair
shovel and tongs" and "1 pair of can-
dlesticks." Other items included
gloves and htxe from the country store
of Horve and Champney; from Nor-
mar Holmes "l pair of knee
buckles," One "set of bamboo chairs"
and "2 sets of Windsors," at $16.50
and 920 respectively, were bought
from Samuel llorton- From Jesse
Doggett, the keeper of the tavern
TIze BalL and Pin, "45 lbs. of feathers,
bolsters and pillows" were purchased

-the 
feathers for $33.75. Numerous

other articles and "sundaries," vari-
a happy co-
among the
a daY when
bedsteads to

accomnodate a friend, and aPPrer-
tices would find courage to undertake
independent work in a similar gen-
erous cause.

From Dogg€tt's countless entries
for making embroidery frames for
"Miss Saunders and Miss Beach"' it
is very evident that a necessary Part
of the curriculum of the young ladies'
finishing school conducted by these ex-
emplary spinsters was the learning
of embroidery.

Miss Saund'ers an'rl
Miss Beach D,r.

To 1 embT oid'etg frame a'nd'
gluse for Miss Sarah
Hazakins 87 '50

For struining 1 Piece of
embroitierY .50

For his cabinetu'ork, John Doggett

in the ledger:

William. Lem'on Dr.
To Gilding bed, cot'nice Botns,
Da.yts, Quiuers, Affows $16.

Mrs. Elizabeth Det'bg
of Salem Dr.

To 1 Looking Glass f rame
4r' bA 29 $125-

To 1 bed' and, 4 xuinilolD
cornices 41 feet 102.50

Cilding thc Eagles ginen in
To regildin g Oual Dressing

Glass f rame tt.
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Capt. Jesse Doggett of the
Bttll and Pin Dr,

To Gild.ing the top of a
liglztning spear $.lo

To mewli,ng I cradle .So
To 1 fiue foot sticla mark

u)ith inches .iO

There seemed to be a complete un-
dersLanding between employer and
employee in those early days, as the
follor,r'ing items clearly indicate:

To Lantlon & Blackman tabo,r g|,io
To Cheney & Bird; s ktbor 1.70
To sgtir"it for them .98

The simplified spelling and the

equally simplified bookkeeping of John
Doggett's 

- old ledger may bring a
smrte to the twentieth-cenlury reader.
And yet this unchallengeable story of
the industriai life of the Roxburv
craftsmen of the early 1800's .is onl
of the most valuable records of its
kind which has yet come to light. It
answers many a long unanswered
question as to the authorshib of
hilherto anonFnous biLs of hlndi-
work; and, more than that, it gives
usj on ev of
character, n-
ality, whi at
the craftsmen of o1d v-ere by no means
superrnen, but rvere human beinss
like ourselves-

7he Tart elocha

le,

Tley put me up in the attic one day,
After the old folks had gone awa1,."

(Submitted by JWG)

311

© 1976 National Association of Watch and Clock Collectors, Inc. Reproduction prohibited without written permission.




